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Introduction to Chord Progressions: The Blues

A chord progression is an organized series of

changing chords. C F G
© (]
The blues progression is a basic jazz progression, ) S
generally 12 measures long. It consists of chords built Z
on the first, fourth and fifth steps of the scale and is I v v
used in all styles and periods of blues, jazz and rock.
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The C Major Blues Progression: Play and memorize §
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Chasing the Blues Away \
Now we add a melody to the C blues progression and we call it the blues.
Moderately
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Bill Evans

Bill Evans began as a sideman in the Miles Davis
Quintet, going on to become one of the most
important jazz keyboard players. His original
approach to chord voicings had an important impact
on the playing of Herbie Hancock, Chick Corea and
Keith Jarrett. The Bill Evans sound is created by using
chords in the left hand that often do not have the root
of the chord on the bottom (i.e., step one of a scale

|_Track 31
Rainforest @

Moderately, in a lyrical manner
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that is related to the chord), as well as by voicing chords
with closely spaced tones, known as tone clusters.

In “Rainforest,” the left hand uses the Bill Evans chord
voicing. After learning this piece, experiment with
these chord voicings by applying them to other tunes
from fake books.
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