
INSTRUMENTATION

BEGINNING STRING ORCHESTRA

Please note:  Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed 
system.  The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.  We hope this 
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts.  Thank you for your understanding.

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 5	 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass
	 1	 Piano Accompaniment

Grade Level: 1½

program notes
The Irish spirit is a direct reflection of the unique place on earth that is their native land. The 
rugged landscape speaks of staunch individualism, while the more idyllic settings suggest a deep love 
of nature and the beauty found in all. irish suite presents three folk tunes that embody these 
characteristics: “The Wearing of the Green,” “I Know Where I’m Going,” and “I Wish I Had the 
Shepherd’s Lamb.”

I. �“The Wearing of the Green” - Attributed to Dublin resident Dion Boucicault (1820-1890), the text 
brings to mind a deep pride in country and culture, as well as a battle cry of sorts for independence 
over British domination at that time in Ireland’s history.

II. �“I Know Where I’m Going” - From County Antrim in Northern Ireland comes this touching 
ballad that spans only five notes: I know where I’m going and I know who’s going with me. I know who I’ll 
love, but who knows who I’ll marry.

III. �“I Wish I Had the Shepherd’s Lamb” - Also from County Antrim, the original text is in the 
authentic Gaelic tongue, while the melody, as is often the case, has been adapted from a popular 
dance tune of the day: I wish I had the shepherd’s lamb, the shepherd’s lamb, the shepherd’s lamb, I wish 
I had the shepherd’s lamb and Katey coming after.

Note from the editor
All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow 
Very Beginning series includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. 
The Red Beginning series includes frequent bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered 
pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series includes appropriately placed bowings for 
middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond first position. The Blue 
Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings and 
position markings are indicated for difficult passages. 

Bob Phillips 
Belwin/Pop String Editor

irish suite
traditional 

Setting by douglas e. wagner (ascap)
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Irish Suite
CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 1:35
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I. The Wearing of the Green
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II. I Know Where I’m Goin’
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