EIGHTH NOTE ) PUBLICATIONS

Nesciens Mater

Jean Mouton
Arranged by Donald Coakley

Born in France, circa 1459, Jean Mouton began his career at the collegiate church of St. Omer, in the village
of Nesle, close to Amiens.

In 1500, he was placed in charge of the choirboys at Amiens Cathedral. In 1501, he moved to Grenoble,
where he was also in charge of the choirboys at the cathedral. During this time, Mouton entered the
priesthood. At the legendary meeting of Henry VIII, and Francois I, known as the Field of the Cloth of Gold,
Mouton was in charge of all the musical festivities. In 1502, he entered the service of the Queen of Brittany,
and was also by this time, principal composer to the French Court. Near the end of his life, Mouton moved
to San Quentin, remaining there until his death in 1522.

Nesciens Mater, originally a motet for 8 voices, is considered a brilliant piece of canon writing, being a
quadruple canon.
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