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Lebedike Honga

Klezmer music originated in Eastern Europe. Its driving rhythmic pulse, soulful 
melodies and non-diatonic scale express the “blues” of the Jewish culture by 
encapsulating the challenges of life and the vigor to live it at its best. Itzhak Perlman 
recorded this popular melody as it is featured in his PBS television special, Live in the 
Fiddler’s House. Julie Lyonn Lieberman has created a refreshing setting for Lebedike 
Honga, which means “a lively dance.” 

Notes to the Conductor

You can help your students capture the spirit of this music by playing several recorded 
versions of this traditional tune. The Maxwell Street Klezmer Band has recorded an 
excellent version of the tune on their album Old Roots, New World, and you can also 
find Itzhak Perlman’s version on his recording, Live in the Fiddler’s House. Lebedike 
Honga, which means “a lively dance,” offers some earthy rhythmic grooves built on a 
mode known as “Hijaz” in the Middle East: D-E b-F #-G-A-B b-C-D.
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Grade Level: 3½
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