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Program Notes
Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) 
was born in Bergen, Norway and came from a 
home filled with music. His mother was his first 
piano teacher. Although not as prolific as other 
Romantic Era composers, Grieg’s works have 
long been a staple of the symphonic repertoire.  
He is best known for his Peer Gynt Suite and the 
Piano Concerto in A Minor. Grieg was known as 
a nationalistic composer, as many of his works 
were inspired by Norwegian folk melodies. This 
medley includes excerpts from The Hall of the 
Mountain King, Solveig’s Song and Piano Concerto 
in A Minor.

 Notes to the Conductor
The opening marcato of The Hall of the Mountain 
King should be played with energy and gusto. At 
bar 29 (Solveig’s Song), the orchestration is for 
solo violin; however, tutti violins may be used 
if desired. Although tempi have been indicated, 
slight variations can occur if the conductor 
desires. Optional parts for timpani and piano 
are included; the realization of this work will 
be greatly enhanced if these instruments are 
employed.

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 2½

A Grieg Portrait
Edvard Grieg

Arranged by John Cacavas
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