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Horn Quintet - James M. Stephenson

In the spring of 1998, | was approached by several of my colleagues of the Naples
Philharmonic to compose a new piece for an upcoming recital. They were de
new piece for horn and string quartet, and the concert was to occur on April

| am always welcome to inspiration in any form, and in this case | fo the dite of the
premiere (April Fool’s Day) to be an intriguing circumstance with which
to develop the

| first chose the month and day, 4 and 1 respectively,
opening movement playing with that harmonic progrgss IV-1 cadence is a
common one, used very often in American music, and Wl oubt resonate its

familiarity to the listener. Only in the end of t vemenido | use that cadence truly,
while only suggesting it through the repea ect 4™ intervals elsewhere.

*

The second movement is designed t onghe rhythmic psyche of the listener,
starting with off-beats intentio o “foc audience into thinking they are hearing
downbeats. The movement pr esalong in this fashion, including a 3/4 meter
section rife with hemiol r ic trickery) before returning to the opening
material.

The last mov. ply refers to the springtime essence of April, and presents an
almost Schub n er-type storm nearly throughout. It quietly fades into a gentle
reprise pigcelyp opening material.

T % as premiered on April 1° of 1998 by members of the Naples Philharmonic.

JimStephenson
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Works for French Horn

Etude Books
Day-tudes Volume 1
Day-tudes Volume 2

Day-tudes Volume 3

L 2
Colors
for flute, 2 french horns, 2 trumpets, timpani, harp, piano and s rir\

Horn Quintet
for french horn and string quartet 12’

La Grande Vitesse
triple concerto for horn, trumpet, trombone a rchestigyor with piano reduction 17’

Mysteries of Harris Burdick
for flute, 2 french horns, 2 trumpets, #'npani_har no and strings 9’

Sonata
for french horn and piano 1

Songs of Reme
for french horn and

n a9d piano 4’30

: urious
for fre orn, tuba and piano 13’

Many brass quintet arrangements and compositions also available.
For more information, please visit www.stephensonmusic.com
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