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Composer’s note

With these settings of well-known Christmas texts, I looked to write pieces in a jazz-influenced style that
could be performed in either a concert or carol service, that might sit alongside more traditional settings in
a comfortable way. I imagined the accompaniment to be either piano alone, or piano with double bass or
bass guitar. As with all the jazz settings for choir that I have composed, the piano part can either be played as
written or interpreted freely within the chord structure. An annotated bass part is also available separately.

These pieces were written for the professional vocal ensemble at St Martin-in-the-Fields in London,

St Martin’s Voices, and their director, Andrew Earis. They were recorded and filmed by St Martin’s Voices in
autumn 2025, with the pianist John Turville and bass player, Gareth Huw Davies.

Duration: ¢.8 minutes

Little Jazz Carols Bass Part (ISBN 978-0-19-358082-4) is available as a digital download from Oxford University
Press’s digital partners.



for Andrew Earis and St Martin’s Voices, St Martin-in-the-Fields, London

Little Jazz Carols
1. Blessed be that maid Mary

G. R. Woodward (1848-1934) BOB CHILCOTT
adap. Bob Chilcott
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2. Balulalow

James, John, and Robert Wedderburn, ¢.1567

adap. Bob Chilcott

With a free feel J = c.54
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3. Ding-dong ding!

G. R. Woodward (1848-1934)

c.63

Jazz Waltz style J.
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