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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Matthew Putnam is a North Carolina native who is a band and choral director,
composer, arranger, and educator. He received his B.A. in Music Education
from Limestone College in Gaffney, South Carolina. He’s been teaching

music in the North Carolina public school system for 27+ years. Matt also

holds professiongl membership in both ASC d NAfME. Currently,
he is the direﬂbands at Polk Coung chool in Mill Spring,
North Car nd also the directoro at Bethany Baptist Church

in For@ North Carolina. M s*selected as the Polk County
Middle 1 “Teacher Of The @x the 2018-2019 school year. Over
1 hundreds of custom arrangements

the co of his career, Matt h
and c itions for middle schom school, and college bands across the

country. Matt also enjoys’lg an active drill desj marching bands. Matt Putnam is deeply
devoted to music, his st t8, his community, and h{family.
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Have you ever faced a situation tha s impossible? Being ig a totgh situation can be @ating,

disheartening, and painful exp ce. And while most pe@vould rather avoid dl@ ituations
a

altogether, you have to admj ﬁ oftentimes the sweetgPsuccesses, brightest raj nd greatest
rewards come from facin ges. Withouta doubt, at some pointin om@ will face adversity.
But, that also means th@ 11 will have the oppogig™dy to push ourselves to rise ta the occasion, grow,
get stronger, and buj ability to be resilien\ 3 \é)

Against All %t piece I wrote to Captureze experience of faci Q?dversity and triumphing in

the end. As yotMiisten to this piece, you may notice that it sounds c ing. However, as you read the
score, you begin to realize that it is much more accessible than ay have originally thought. This
is meant to mimic how often the toughest part of facing ady€pgity is in overcoming the mental hurdles
that fear puts in our way. Once we believe in ourselves realize that we are much more capable
than we give ourselves credit for! You will also noti\k’: is piece that each section gets the chance to

ills. As your group continues their journey as

rise to the occasion and get a chance to showcase
musicians, I hope that Against All Odds serves asfa reifinder to not run from challenges, but to face them

head-on with confidence! €\~
) You
o

excelciamusic.com/matthew-putnam matthewrputnamcomposer excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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’4 “This b% created BY band directors, FOR band
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Music Publishing
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