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Instrumentation

Grade 1

Full Score					     1
Flute	 8
Oboe (Opt. Flute 2)	 2
B≤ Clarinet	 8
Bass Clarinet	 2
Alto Saxophone	 5
Tenor Saxophone	 2
Baritone Saxophone	 2
B≤ Trumpet	 8
Horn in F	 4
Trombone/Euphonium/Bassoon	 6
Baritone T.C.	 2
Tuba	 4
Timpani	 2
Mallets	 2
     Bells	
Percussion 1	 2
     Snare Drum, Bass Drum
Percussion 2	 3
     Crash Cymbals, Wind Chimes, Shaker,
     Suspended Cymbal, Tambourine, Triangle	

Against all Odds
MATTHEW R. PUTNAM
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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Have you ever faced a situation that feels impossible? Being in a tough situation can be a frustrating, 
disheartening, and painful experience. And while most people would rather avoid difficult situations 
altogether, you have to admit that oftentimes the sweetest successes, brightest rainbows, and greatest 
rewards come from facing challenges. Without a doubt, we all at some point in our lives will face adversity. 
But, that also means that we all will have the opportunity to push ourselves to rise to the occasion, grow, 
get stronger, and build our ability to be resilient. 
 
Against All Odds is a piece I wrote to capture the experience of facing great adversity and triumphing in 
the end. As you listen to this piece, you may notice that it sounds challenging. However, as you read the 
score, you begin to realize that it is much more accessible than you may have originally thought. This 
is meant to mimic how often the toughest part of facing adversity is in overcoming the mental hurdles 
that fear puts in our way. Once we believe in ourselves we often realize that we are much more capable 
than we give ourselves credit for! You will also notice in this piece that each section gets the chance to 
rise to the occasion and get a chance to showcase their skills. As your group continues their journey as 
musicians, I hope that Against All Odds serves as a reminder to not run from challenges, but to face them 
head-on with confidence! 

About the Composer

Against all Odds

Matthew Putnam is a North Carolina native who is a band and choral director, 
composer, arranger, and educator. He received his B.A. in Music Education 

from Limestone College in Gaffney, South Carolina. He’s been teaching 
music in the North Carolina public school system for 27+ years. Matt also 
holds professional membership in both ASCAP and NAfME. Currently, 
he is the director of bands at Polk County Middle School in Mill Spring, 
North Carolina, and also the director of music at Bethany Baptist Church 

in Forest City, North Carolina. Matt was selected as the Polk County 
Middle School “Teacher Of The Year” for the 2018-2019 school year. Over 

the course of his career, Matt has written hundreds of custom arrangements 
and compositions for middle school, high school, and college bands across the 

country. Matt also enjoys being an active drill designer for marching bands. Matt Putnam is deeply 
devoted to music, his students, his community, and his family.

excelciamusic.com/matthew-putnam matthewrputnamcomposer excelciamusicpublishing
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Flute

Oboe
(Opt. Flute 2)

Bb Clarinet

Bass Clarinet

Alto 
Saxophone

Tenor 
Saxophone

Baritone 
Saxophone

Bb Trumpet

Horn in F

Trombone/
Euphonium/
Bassoon

Tuba

Timpani
(Bb: Eb)

Mallets
(Bells)

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Crash Cymbals,
Wind Chimes,
Shaker, Suspended Cymbal,
Tambourine, Triangle)
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Full Score
MATTHEW R. PUTNAM

(ASCAP)

Against All Odds

Recording available on all major streaming services
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COMPLETE WARM-UP
for BAND

The

A Modular Approach to Fundamental Development

Created by well-known Composers and Music 
Educators Carol Brittin Chambers and Tyler 
Arcari, The Complete Warm-Up for Band is 
the quintessential method for preparing your 
ensemble for rehearsal & performance. This 
new daily fundamentals book creates an easy 
to use system that can be implemented with 
any amount of time, while still accomplishing 
a well-balanced and complete warm-up.

Teacher Book $39.99 • Students Books $8.99/ea

Includes

excelciamusic.com/complete-warm-up-for-band

• Body Module
• Tone Module

• Scale Module
• Technical Module

• Rhythmic Module
• Ensemble Module

“This book was created BY band directors, FOR band 
directors. It contains everything you need to guide your 
students to success.”

Carol Brittin Chambers & Tyler Arcari

Rad Bolt
Band Director
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