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TERRA AUSTRALIS

by Martin Ellerby

Terra Australis was commissioned by the YBS Band for their 2005 ‘Kings of Brass’ tour of Australia, and
premiered by them, under their conductor Professor David King, in Sydney Opera House, New South Wales on 22
August2005.

This Wind Band arrangement was commissioned by and is dedicated to the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines,

Director of Music, Lt. Colonel C.J. Davis, OBE

The first compositional outcome of my composer-in-residency withghe Band was Terra Australis \
written in close collaboration with Professor David King. I had gfStially nly had more intimate workmg@
when engaged on concertos but David had things in mindg’r ece and] dfcided to trust his in

Composer’s Programme Note:

and try and produce something specifically geared to 2005 tqur of stralia. David
the title, I had only to compose the music! The e as be n

some new avenues of investigation all of wh pe co in"a smgle
movement, the piece has a trlpartxte str pemng w1t i { the natural
wonders of the intoxicating Austr ape beautiful y& - gerous by {3 spirit of Captain
Cook’s Endeavour searchmg thec ers, thgo tion of the indige @ ulation, the joy ofa

new life and optimistic lers over tra wh&f pioneering the vast new
unexplored vistas are a ted. T 1 and initiall rical, section features more
exposed instrumenta h& textureg in the undé &@ quotation of Australia’s national
anthem. This glve foSome ater1a1 (and, jn§oN¢Ist environments, an additional cadenza

section) bef mg scrlbe as theMINAE moment’ where echoing cornet fanfares
salute th ’s fallen 4 ars, far f ‘ . The final section forms an ‘Anthem for a

Nat1 re, after a ry statement m theme (hidden away in the earlier stages of the
work’s gress), the meMdy is now real in T4l1. Slowly bu11d1ng towards a huge cathedral of sound in
the manner of a grand chorale the cod full circle the opening material in an even more colossal and
energetic conclusion. Dedicated t 1ng and the YBS Band, Terra Australis could not have been

created without my expemgnct e Australian way of life or dealt so closely with a domiciled
kAustralian. . \

\/ — Percussion Requirements:

Percussion 1
Timpani, Clashed Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal, Tubular Bells

J

\

Percussion 2

Placed together in ‘kit’ fashion (all with S. D. sticks):

Side Drum, Suspended Cymbal, 2 Tom-toms, Wood Block, 2 Bongoes
Also: Clashed Cymbals, Vibraphone, Mark-tree, Triangle

Percussion 3
Bass Drum, Claves, Glockenspiel, Clashed Cymbals, Xylophone,
2 Tom-toms, Tubular Bells, Tam-tam, Suspended Cymbal, Triangle

studiomusic



to The Band of Her Majesty's Royal Marines,
Principal Director of Music, Lt. Colonel C. J. Davis, OBE
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Primo tempo: Molto ritmico (J =c. 140)
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