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The violins carry the duet lines all in 1sgfosition, while the othét sections have challenging arpeggios, creating
a beautiful string transcriptionghat is very elosed® the originaly, Petfect to expand students’ understanding of
opera!

ProGraM NoTES

The “Flower Duet” frofmnlakme, by ClémengPhilibert Léo Delibes (1836-1891), is one of the most popular
prizes in the opera repertoite.The soprano duegtakes place in Act 1 of the three-act opera, between characters
Lakmé, the daught@mof a Brahmin priest, and her servant Mallika, as they go to gather flowers by a river.

NoT1ESs To THE CONDUCTOR

This drfangement is very elose t the original, with changes made to the original keys and one remote
fedulationy The violin section§earry the solo duet soprano lines with all parts remaining in Ist position. The
lower strings will find cRallenging string arpeggios and frequent changes between arco and pizzicato.

Directors will find it helpful to present the original version to students via YouTube when possible. The Joan
Sutherland and Matilyn Horne version is listed at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9ZfYr6oLh. I equally
cnjoyed the Susan Graham and Renée Fleming presentation (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8wG-vcjvol).
As a projectifolenhance the curriculum, students could be assigned a short essay that would “compare and
contra§t. both YouTube versions and state their preference for one or the other. Students will gain a greater
understanding and appreciation for the art form of opera. Listening to the original will also provide the
conductor with a reference to the rubato flavor that is inherent in this operatic style, and prepare for the new
tempo in measure 32 for the “B” section of the duet.

HIGHLAND/ETLING

A DIVisioN OF |Alfred

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.




Flower Duet

From Lakme
CONDUCTOR SCORE Leo Delibes
Duration - 3:45 Flowing () = 120) Arranged by Bud Caputo
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Slightly Faster ()= 160)
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