EIGHTH NOTE ) PUBLICATIONS
Riu, Riu, Chiu

Traditional Spanish Carol
Arranged by David Marlatt

This is a lesser known Christmas piece dating from around 1550. It is rhythmic and colorful with melody in
several voices. The opening is a call and response between the trombone and the remainder of the group.
There are some sections with some multiple tonguing, but the piece is not too difficult for a group to put
together and be enjoyed by audiences.

Riu, riu, chiu

The river bank protects it,
As God kept the wolf from our lamb

The rabid wolf tried to bite her

But God Almighty knew how to defend her
He wished to create her impervious to sin
Nor was this maid to embody original sin

W ONLY

A thousand singing herons

I saw passing,

Flying overhead, sounding
A thousand voices

Exulting, "Glory be in the
heavens, and peace on earth,
for Jesus has been born."
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