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William Byrd

William Byrd (1543-1623) was an English composer who is perhaps best known for his keyboard music.
Byrd wrote for the virginal, which is an English relative of the harpsichord. The Earl of Oxford’s March is
one of a group of pieces appearing in the famous Fitzwilliam Virginal Book. These pieces depict the various
stages of a battle. A typical feature of Byrd’s music is the use of variation, and this piece is no exception as
increasingly intricate ornaments are woven around its stately theme. This interplay of parts makes the March
ideally suited to a quartet setting.
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