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Foreword
This collection of preludes in all major and minor keys contains a wealth of pedagogical 
challenges for the late intermediate to early advanced level student. Each piece is designed 
to explore one or more pianistic problems, and at the same time serves as excellent  
preparatory repertoire for the more complex character pieces of the great masters of the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The sounds of Bach, Mendelssohn, Schumann, 
Rachmaninoff, Debussy, Ravel, Gershwin, Prokofieff and Copland are echoed in the  
pieces in this collection.

Great care has been taken to ensure that within each key, musical and technical demands 
are ultimately pianistic and allow for a sensitive, successful, and personal interpretation.  
The sequence of the preludes (the major key followed by its parallel minor rather than its 
relative minor) follows a tradition started by J. S. Bach in his Well-Tempered Clavier. I hope 
that students and teachers will enjoy studying and performing these preludes as much as I 
enjoyed writing them. Best wishes for your success!
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This collection is dedicated to all my students, 
both past and present, who continue to inspire 

and influence my creative spirit.

All selections in this book are performed by Dennis Alexander on the CD,  
24 Character Preludes, available as a book and CD combination (#20752).
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