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Vorwort*

Im Mai 1889 erhielt Dvorék einen Kompositionsauftrag
fiir das Birmingham Triennial Musical Festival. Im Rahmen
dieses renommierten Festivals kam es zu einigen Urauf-
fihrungen von auch heute noch bedeutsamen Werken
der Chorliteratur wie 1846 Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdys
Elias oder 1900 Edward Elgars The Dream of Gerontius.
Entsprechend war die Voraussetzung fiir einen derartigen
Kompositionsauftrag eine gewisse Reputation, die sich
Dvorak nicht nur im deutschsprachigen Raum erarbei-
tet hatte, sondern auch in England. Mit dem 1877 kom-
ponierten Stabat mater op. 58 konnte Dvorak auf einer
Englandreise 1884 einen durchbrechenden Erfolg feiern.
Die Auffiihrung des Stabat mater in der Londoner Royal
Albert Hall am 13. Marz 1884 mit (iber 800 S&ngerinnen
und Sangern und entsprechend grol3 besetztem Orches-
ter unter seinem Dirigat wurde zu einem Héhepunkt sei-
ner bisherigen Karriere und er selbst zum ,, musical hero of
the hour”" ernannt. Allein aus England kamen nun etliche
Kompositionsauftrédge, die beispielsweise in der 7. Sinfo-
nie op. 70 oder in dem Oratorium Heilige Ludmilla (Svata
Ludmila) op. 71 miindeten.

Nach der erfolgreichen Urauffiihrung der Oper Jakébin
op. 84 in Prag Anfang 1889 war in Dvotaks Kompositions-
tatigkeit die 8. Sinfonie op. 88 in den Mittelpunkt gerlickt,
als ihn Ende Mai die erwéhnte Kompositionsanfrage aus
England erreichte. Alfred Littleton, der Mitbesitzer des
Londoner Verlags Novello, Ewer & Co., schrieb an Dvorék:
~My dear friend, Do you think of ever writing something
more for England? How would you like to write a Mass
(Requiem) like the ‘Stabat mater’ — or another Cantata like
‘The Spectre’s Bride’ only easier at least for the orchestra. "2
Auch das Komitee des Musikfests unternahm am 31. Mai
eine offizielle Anfrage,? fiir die Dvofak Anfang 1890 eine
Zusage gab. Gleichzeitig vermeldete der in Prag erschei-
nende Dalibor bereits am 4. Januar, dass Dvorak an einem
groBen Requiem fiir die Londoner (sic!) Konzerte arbeite.#

Zum Jahreswechsel 1889/90 hatte Dvofék den ausfiihrli-
chen Kompositionsentwurf begonnen, der spater als Vor-
lage fir den Klavierauszug diente, mit ausgearbeiteten
Gesangsstimmen samt Hinweisen zur Instrumentierung,
wie es seiner Ublichen Vorgehensweise bei Vokalwerken
entsprach. Noch bevor er sich Ende Februar auf eine Reise
nach Moskau und Petersburg aufmachte, konnte er berich-
ten, dass er die erste Nummer sowie das , Dies irae” und
das , Tuba mirum* bereits erledigt habe.> Am 25. April
konnte der gerade zu der englischen Erstauffiihrung seiner

*

Es handelt sich um eine gekuirzte Fassung des Vorworts in der Partitur

des Requiems (Carus 27.232).

1 The Times vom 22.3.1884, S. 4.

2 Brief vom 16.5.1889 an Dvordk, zit. nach Antonin Dvorék. Korrespon-
denz und Dokumente, ed. Milan Kuna et al, 10 Bdnde, Prag 1983-
2004, hier: Bd. 6, 1885-1892 (= Korrespondenz 6), Prag 1997, S.207.

3 Brief von Charles G. Beale vom 31.5.1889, in: Vejvodovd, Veronika
et al. (Hrsg.): Korrespondenz von Antonin Dvoidk online. Prag,
Nationalmuseum, [31.5.1889], Signatur S 76/7193,
https://antonindvorak.nm.cz/, zuletzt aufgerufen am 15.2.2025.

4 Dalibor, Jg. 12, Nr. 1/2 vom 4.1.1890, Prag, S. 9.

5 Brief vom 15.1.1890 an Jindfich Geisler, in: Korrespondenz und Doku-

mente, hier: Bd. 3, 1890-1895 (= Korrespondenz 3), Prag 1989, S. 15f.

8. Sinfonie op. 88 in London verweilende Dvorék seinem
Freund Véclav Juda Novotny berichten, dass am Nach-
mittag die Satze , Kyrie" und ,Dies irae" Musikkritikern
wie Joseph Bennett vorgespielt werden sollten.® Zurtick in
Vysoké begann er am 14. Mai mit dem Offertorium, und
Anfang Juli wurde 6ffentlich vermeldet, dass ,, Dvofak, who
has been staying at the residence of the musical connois-
seur, Mr. Alfred Littleton, at Sydenham, has half-completed
The Requiem he is preparing for the next Birmingham Fes-
tival. He is now finishing the work at Prague*.”

Noch im Juni hatte Dvorék an den Dirigenten Hans Richter
geschrieben, dass er das ,,,Requiem’ fir Soli, Chor und
Orchester zum nahen Schlusse gebracht” habe und hoffe,
dass er auch die Partitur bis November fertiggestellt haben
werde und ihm das Werk in Wien vorspielen kénne.? Den
Schlusstakt der Erstniederschrift datierte Dvofék mit dem
.18. Cervenec [Juli] 1890 na Vysoka". Mit der Ausarbei-
tung der Partitur begann der Komponist am 2. August
ebenfalls in Vysoké, wo er sich in gewohnter Weise in den
Sommermonaten aufthielt.

Obwohl die Instrumentierung laut Schlussvermerk am
31. Oktober abgeschlossen war, blieb die Honorarfrage
mit dem potenziellen Verleger Novello noch ungeklart.
Der Anfang November von Dvofék gewliinschte Betrag
wurde von Littleton als zu hoch angesehen. | am sorry
to say we could not give you quite as much as you pro-
pose [...]. We would be pleased to give you the same
amount you received for Ludmila — £650: this with the
£100 you will at least receive from the Birmingham com-
mittee makes £750 which is certainly not a small price."®
Ohne den héheren Anspriichen des Komponisten statt-
zugeben, dréngte Littleton auf die baldige Ubersendung
der Noten. Das Taktieren Dvoréks um das Honorar und
die damit einhergehende Geféhrdung des ganzen Projekts
darf auch in Zusammenhang mit dem zeitgleichen Ringen
mit seinem Hauptverleger Fritz Simrock gesehen werden,
der immer seltener Dvotaks groBere Werke in Verlag neh-
men wollte. Anfang April kam es dann doch zu einer Eini-
gung Uber £650 fiir die Drucklegung bei Novello, sodass
die Herstellung des Notenmaterials fiir die Urauffiihrung
beginnen konnte."®

Im Oktober 1891 begab sich Dvofdk zum achten Mal
auf die Reise nach England, um die Urauffihrung des
Requiems am 9. Oktober zu leiten, dessen Erlés , for the
Benefit of the General Hospital " bestimmt war. Die Solo-
partien sangen ,,Miss Anna Williams, Miss Hilda Wilson,
Mr lver McKay and Mr Watkin Mills*.2

6 Brief vom 25. 4.1890 an Novotny, Korrespondenz 3, S. 371.

7 Dramatic and Musical. New Zealand Herald, Vol. XXV, issue 8300,
vom 5.7.1890, S. 4 Supplement.

8 Brief vom 18. 6.1890, zitiert nach Korrespondenz 3, S. 42f.

9 Brief vom 19.11.1890, zitiert nach Korrespondenz 6, S. 275.

10 Brief von Littleton vom 13.4.1891 an Dvofdk, in: ebd., S. 295.

11 Zit. nach Dokument XIl1-46 (Programm des Festivalkonzerts) in: Kor-
respondenz und Dokumente, hier: Bd. 10, Dokumenty, Prag 2004,
S. 234f.

12 Ebd.
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Der Rezensent des Daily Telegraph, Joseph Bennett,
bezeichnete das neue Requiem und das Stabat mater als
«consecutive links in a golden chain® und erklarte Dvorak
nach der Urauffiilhrung als ,the greatest religious compo-
ser of the age, not so much, perhaps, in the matter of tech-
nique as in the sublime expression of exalted feeling”.”
In den meisten zeitgendssischen Rezensionen stand das
omniprésente und initiierende Kreuz-Motiv f-ges-e-f-f im
Mittelpunkt. Dieses vom Kritiker Bandinelli als “Prayer
theme" ™ bezeichnete Motiv “occurs with unexampled
frequency. We know no work in which a recurring theme
is so often repeated” . In leisen Ténen wird in den Bespre-
chungen die Ubermacht des allgegenwartigen Themas
beméangelt, doch stets verbunden mit der Bewunderung
tber dessen Variabilitat.

Die Rezensionen der folgenden Auffihrungen in Eng-
land bieten ein uneinheitliches Bild. Wahrend ein Rezen-
sent die Londoner Auffithrung in der Royal Albert Hall am
23. Méarz 1892 als ,, landmark in the career of that eminent
musician “1¢ bezeichnete, charakterisierte ein anderer diese
im Vergleich zur folgenden Auffiihrung in Hereford als
«more or less experimental“"”. Anders als bei der Urauf-
fithrung wurde bei diesen beiden Produktionen die Orgel
zur Begleitung der a cappella-Abschnitte eingesetzt. Der
Kritiker der Auffithrung in Hereford hob neben dem ,, Quid
sum miser” und ,, Agnus” besonders die Darbietung des
~Sanctus” hervor, ,,during which it may be mentioned the
entire audience rose to their feet"."®

Im November 1891 bewarb sich Dvofrék mit seiner 8. Sin-
fonie und dem Requiem fir den Jahrespreis fiir Musik
der Tschechischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Lite-
ratur und Kiinste, den er fiir das Requiem auch erhielt.
Der Dirigent des Nationaltheaters Adolf Cech, ein Freund
Dvoréks, dirigierte in Prag am 25. April 1892 das Requiem,
wéhrend Dvofrék sich auf einer Abschiedstour durch Bh-
men befand und selbst am 20. und 30. November des
Jahres — kurz nach seiner Ubersiedlung im September nach
New York — in Boston sein op. 89 im Rahmen der Konzerte
des Bostoner Symphonischen Orchesters und des Verei-
nes Cecilia dirigierte. Schon frither, Ende Februar, war das
Werk erstmals in den USA erklungen. Die Church Choral
Society présentierte das neue Requiem in der New Yorker
St. George's Church.

Grafenau, im Februar 2025 Claudia Seid|

13 Birmingham Festival," in: The Daily Telegraph vom 10.10.1891, S. 3.

14 R. B. Bandinelli, “The Birmingham Musical Festival of 1891," in: Ma-
gazine of Music: For the student and the Million, London, Bd. 8, No-
vember 1891, S. 208-210, hier S. 210.

15 The Musical Times vom 1.10. 1891, S. 599.

16 The Westminster Review, Vol.137 (January to June 1892), S. 480.

17 . Hereford Musical Festival” in: Musical News, 15.9.1894, S. 213.

18 Ebd.
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Foreword*

In May 1889, Dvorak received a commission for the Bir-
mingham Triennial Musical Festival. This renowned fes-
tival saw the premieres of several works of choral litera-
ture that are still significant today, such as Felix Mendels-
sohn Bartholdy’s Elijah in 1846 and Edward Elgar's The
Dream of Gerontius in 1900. Accordingly, the basic pre-
requisite for such a commission was a certain reputation,
which Dvorék had earned not only in German-speaking
countries, but also in England. Five years earlier, Dvorak
had already celebrated a resounding success in England
with his Stabat mater op. 58 which he had composed in
1877. Dvoréak’s journey to England in 1884 saw the per-
formance of the Stabat mater in London's Royal Albert
Hall on 13 March 1884, with over 800 singers and a cor-
respondingly large orchestra under his baton; this was a
highlight of his career to date and he himself was desig-
nated “musical hero of the hour.”" A number of commis-
sions now came from England alone, which resulted, for
example, in the composition of the 7th Symphony op. 70
or in St. Ludmila (Svatd Ludmila) op. 71.

After the successful premiere of the opera Jakébin op. 84
at the Czech National Theater in Prague at the beginning
of 1889 Dvorék’'s compositional activities focused on the
Eighth Symphony op. 88 when he received the aforemen-
tioned composition request from England. Alfred Littleton,
the co-owner of the London publishing house Novello,
Ewer & Co. wrote to Dvofék: “My dear friend, Do you
think of ever writing something more for England? How
would you like to write a Mass (Requiem) like the ‘Stabat
mater’ — or another Cantata like ‘The Spectre's Bride' only
easier at least for the orchestra."? The committee of the
Birmingham Festival made a similar request on 31 May.?
At the same time as Dvofék replied positively to Littleton,
the Dalibor, published in Prague, announced on 4 January
that Dvorak was working on a large requiem for the Lon-
don (sic!) concerts.*

By the turn of the year 1889, Dvorék had already begun
a detailed draft of the composition, which later served as
a piano-vocal score, with fully elaborated vocal parts and
including notes on the instrumentation, as was his custom-
ary procedure with vocal works. Even before he set off on
a journey to Moscow and St. Petersburg at the end of Feb-
ruary, Dvorak was able to report that he had already com-
pleted the first number as well as the “Dies irae" and the
“Tuba mirum."> On 25 April Dvorék, who was sojourn-

This is an abridged version of the Foreword in the full score (Carus
27.323).

1 The Times, 22 March 1884, p. 4.

2 |etterdated 16 May 1889, quoted from Korrespondenz und Dokumente,
here: vol. 6, 1885-1892 (= Korrespondenz 6), Prague, 1997, p. 207.

3 See Charles G. Beale's letter to Dvordk dated 31 May 1889, in:
Vejvodovd, Veronika et al. (ed.): Correspondence of Antonin Dvoidk
online. Praha: The National Museumn, 2021 [31.5.1889], inventory
number S 76/1193. Available from https://antonindvorak.nm.cz/, last
accessed on 15 February 2025.

4 Dalibor, vol. 12, no. 1/2, 4 January 1890, Prague, p. 9.

5 Letter to Jindfich Geisler dated 15 January 1890, in: Korrespondenz

und Dokumente, here: vol. 3, 1890-1895 (= Korrespondenz 3),

Prague, 1989, pp. 15f.



ing in London for the English premiere of his Symphony
No. 8 op. 88, was able to report to his friend Véclav Juda
Novotny that the movements “Kyrie" and “Dies irae"
were to be played to music critics such as Joseph Bennett
that afternoon.® Back in Vysoka, Dvofak began the Offer-
tory on 14 May, and in early July 1890 it was publicly
announced that “Dvofék, who has been staying at the res-
idence of the musical connoisseur, Mr. Alfred Littleton, at
Sydenham, has half-completed The Requiem he is prepar-
ing for the next Birmingham Festival. He is now finishing
the work at Prague."”

In June he had told the conductor Hans Richter that he
had already brought the “‘Requiem’ for soloists, choir
and orchestra almost to conclusion” and that he hoped
to complete the score by November and intended to
play it for him in Vienna.? Dvofék dated the final mea-
sure of the first manuscript “18 Cervenec (July) 1890 na
Vysoka". The composer began working on the full score
on 2 August in Vysokd, where he usually stayed during the
summer months.

Even though the instrumentation was completed on
31 October, the question of commission fee had not yet
been resolved with Novello, the potential publisher. The
amount requested by Dvorék at the beginning of Novem-
ber was considered too high by Littleton. “I am sorry to
say we could not give you quite as much as you propose
[...]1. We would be pleased to give you the same amount
you received for Ludmila — £650: this with the £100
you will at least receive from the Birmingham committee
makes £750 which is certainly not a small price."® With-
out agreeing to the composer's higher demands, Littleton
urged Dvorék to send his score or vocal score as soon as
possible. Dvorak’s tactics regarding the fee and the asso-
ciated threat to the entire project should also be seen in
the context of the simultaneous struggle with his main
publisher Fritz Simrock who was increasingly reluctant to
publish larger works. At the beginning of April, however,
the parties agreed on £650 for the printing by Novello, so
that production of the music could begin.™

In October 1891, Dvorak made his eighth trip to England
to conduct the premiere of the Requiem on 9 Octo-
ber, the proceeds of which were intended “for the Ben-
efit of the General Hospital."'" The soloists were “Miss
Anna Williams, Miss Hilda Wilson, Mr Iver McKay and Mr
Watkin Mills." 2

6 Letter to Novotny dated 25 April 1890, Korrespondenz 3, pp. 37f.

7 See Dramatic and Musical. New Zealand Herald, Vol. XXVII, issue
8300, 5 July 1890, p. 4 Supplement.

8 Letter dated 18 June 1890, quoted from Korrespondenz 3, pp. 42f.

9 Letter dated 19 November 1890, quoted from Korrespondenz 6,
p. 275.

10 Littleton's letter to Dvorak dated 13 April 1891, in: ibid. p. 295.

11 Quoted from document XI11-46 (program of the festival concert) in:
Korrespondenz und Dokumente, here: vol. 10, Dokumenty, Prague,
2004, pp. 2341.

12 bid.

v

The reviewer of the Daily Telegraph, Joseph Bennett,
described the new Requiem and the already highly praised
Stabat mater as “consecutive links in a golden chain” and
declared Dvorék to be “the greatest religious composer of
the age, not so much, perhaps, in the matter of technique
as in the sublime expression of exalted feeling." "> Most
contemporary reviews focused on the initiating and omni-
present cross motif f—g flat—e—f—f. This motif, described by
the critic R. B. Bandinelli as a “prayer theme" ' “occurs
with unexampled frequency. We know no work in which a
recurring theme is so often repeated’.” In the reviews, the
omnipresence of the theme is criticized in restrained tones,
but always combined with admiration for its variability.

The reviews of the subsequent performances in England
present a mixed picture. While one reviewer described the
London performance in the Royal Albert Hall on 23 March
1892 as a “landmark in the career of that eminent musi-
cian,""® another characterized it as “more or less exper-
imental” in comparison to the following performance in
Hereford.”” Unlike at the premiere, the organ was used
to accompany the a cappella sections in these two per-
formances. In addition to the “Quid sum miser" and
“Agnus,” the citic of the Hereford performance partic-
ularly highlighted the performance of the “Sanctus,”
“during which it may be mentioned the entire audience
rose to their feet.”®

In November 1891, Dvorak applied with his Symphony
No. 8 and the Requiem for the annual prize for music of
the Czech Academy of Sciences, Literature and the Arts,
and was awarded the prize for the Requiem. The con-
ductor of the National Theater Adolf Cech, a friend of
Dvoréak, conducted the Requiem in Prague on 25 April
1892, while Dvorak was on a farewell tour of Bohemia;
the composer himself conducted his op. 89 in Boston on
20 and 30 November of that year — shortly after his move
to New York in September — as part of the concert series
of the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the Cecilia Soci-
ety. The work had already been performed for the first
time in the USA at the end of February. The Church Cho-
ral Society presented the new Requiem in New York's St.
George's Church.
Grafenau, February 2025 Claudia Seid|
Translation: Gudrun and David Kosviner

13 “Birmingham Festival,” in: The Daily Telegraph, 10 October 1891,
p. 3.

14 R. B. Bandinelli, “The Birmingham Musical Festival of 1891," in:
Magazine of Music: For the student and the Million, London, vol. 8,
November 1891, pp. 208-210, here: p. 210.

15 The Musical Times, 1 October 1891, p. 599.

16 The Westminster Review, Vol. 137 (January to June 1892), p. 480.

17 “Hereford Musical Festival” in: Musical News, 15 September 1894,
p. 213.

18 |bid.
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The alto voice can sing along to support the tenor. See the Critical Report in the full score.
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full score (Carus 27.323), vocal score (Carus 27.323/03), vocal score XL in large print (Carus 27.323/04),
choral score (Carus 27.323/05), Orchestral material (Carus 27.323/19).

¥, Digital editions for this work are listed at www.carus-verlag.com/27323

Zu diesem Werk ist carus music, the Choir Coach, erhiltlich. Die App enthélt die Noten, eine Einspielung des Werkes und
einen Coach zum Uben der eigenen Chorstimme. Weiterhin ist die Ubehilfe in der Reihe Carus Choir Coach (nur audio) erhaltlich.

For this work carus music, the Choir Coach, is available. In addition to the score and a recording, the app offers a coach to learn
the choral parts. The practice aid is also available as Carus Choir Coach audio only on CD or as download. www.carus-music.com
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