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*PROGRAM NOTE

I wrote The Persistence of Memory for my father. As a great supporter of my music, he has always encouraged my writing and helped
foster a love of music. From an early age, I remember his love of solo lyrical moments in music, particularly the lush capabilities of the
woodwind section.

In this work, it was my goal to feature instrument sections while contrasting with fuller ensemble harmonies. Instrumental color and
lyrical lines are central to this work. The overlapping of entrances both horizontally as well as vertically, creates a color pallet much like a
painting. Like all my music, it is the addition and subtraction of instruments at any one moment that make the music colorful. There are
often sparse sections which give this piece a unique chamber music feel which is fitting for the limited number of instruments in the
ensemble.

As the work progresses, ideas from the first measure are developed over time creating a sense of persistence from measure 1 to the
end of the work. The contrasting quicker middle section has a minimalistic feel to it. The music forms a memory as it returns and slowly
develops.

Like the work, the title represents the relationship between my father and me. His life and the moments he and I have shared will
persist in my memory. The title is adapted from Carl Sagan's chapter "A Persistence of Memory" from The Cosmos, a book and television
series that my father and I watched together throughout my childhood.

- Joni Greene (November 2020)

*Available for download at www .jonigreene.com.
Please send a copy of your program to jonigreene@gmail.com for submission to BML
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