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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Chameleon is considered a jazz standard and is composed by world-renowned jazz pianist and composer, Herbi coc
along with Paul Jackson, Harvey Mason, Jr. and Bennie Maupin. This funk tune embraces elements o d so ile
adopting freer stylistic elements from jazz.

This entire arrangement is to be played with a moderate laidback “funk feel” It is suggested that s the clas-

sic Herbie Hancock recording, Head Hunters, and the Maynard Ferguson recording, Chameleon, no

an
contrast, but to get a feel for the intended groove. Remember that jazz is still basically an aural art fo ditionalé

recording of this arrangement may be found at www.alfred.com/downloads.

Accurate and consistent articulation is critical throughout this chart. In measure 1,
like “doo-dit” Note that the £l’ on the fourth beat of measure 1 is different than a
the whole note in measure 2 on beat 4. Starting with the pickups, the bass line
sax, should not be rushed—play it even and accurately. The repetitive ele e intensity and
focuses on the groove. At measure 11, the melody is introduced by t or, trumpet a &bone Direct those
players to listen carefully to each other to match articulation phra

ntrasting tr e figures behind the
melody at measure 34 should be consistent and tight to matc bone

'Qher possible combinations.

ents to improvise. There are only
use the (concert) F major scale. The
p self-confidence.

. Release
ne and bari

The solo section in measures 53-68 provides opportunity fo
A suggested written solo is provided for all of the wind inst
two chords in the solo section chord progression (c
written solo can be effective as it will encourage

ng play solo and dev

Notice that the keyboard and guitar parts hav

becomes more active. For the solo secti
the hi-hat and another play the large eII ina
Enjoy!

Q
i

riation ofthe us accompaniment and that the drum hi-hat

re additi hythm players, one can play the shaker to double
ter-ngte patt

—Victor Lépez

Victor
Lopez

Victor Lépez is a highly acclaimed
educator, composer, arranger, and
adjudicator.He holds music degrees
from the University of Florida and
Florida International University,
with an Ed.D. in Educational
Administration and Supervision. He
has served as director of bands at
the middle and senior high school
levels and as an administrator in
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Schools. He has recorded and per-
formed with various artists and has
appeared in numerous music vid-
eos. He has over 450 compositions/
arrangements published as an
exclusive composer, arranger and
clinician for Alfred Publishing Co.
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