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ohn F. Kennedy, our nation’s thirty-fifth president, eloquently articulated a hopeful vision for
America’s future. Kennedy brought idealism into the arena of politics and awakened the
country to the possibilities a great people can achieve.

Kennedy’s brief presidency was remarkable for many achievements both at home and in
international affairs. He established the Peace Corps, set the stage for progress in civil rights
legislation, and developed America’s space program with the promise “to land a man on the
moon by the end of the decade.”

Although I was a five-year-old boy on November 22, 1963, the death of the President is
etched in my memory. In the years since, it is clear that the sadness the nation felt was not only
for the tragedy of a leader killed in his prime, but the fear that the promise of a better world was
lost. Kennedy’s legacy is probably not so much in the policies and actions taken during his 1,000
days in office, but in his vision of a hopeful future. A vision that has influenced many people to
strive for excellence and work to make the world better. This composition is a musical tribute to
that sense of vigor, imagination, and adventure that John Kennedy imparted to a nation.

“We stand today on the edge of a new. frontier—the frontier of the 1960s. A frontier of
unknown opportunities and perils, a frontier of unfulfilled hopes and threats. The new frontier of
which I speak is not a set of promises—it is a set of challenges.” (John F. Kennedy, accepting the
nomination for President, July 13, 1960)

Greg Danner
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