EIGHTH NOTE ) PUBLICATIONS
West Elgin Celebration

David Marlatt

This energetic overture was commissioned by a community concert band located in south west Ontario on
the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the band’s founding. It is an ensemble ranging in age from 11-81
sometimes with several family members all participating and making music together. There is a single theme
that threads throughout the composition representing the collective enthusiasm and passion of the players
over the years who keep the band strong and the music beautiful.

It opens grandly and with purpose which gives way to to a shifty, fiery section. The unison rhythms and
collective drive propels this work along. The trumpet then plays a strong driving line which is punctuated by
the rest of the band. The “low guys” get to introduce the next theme before the rest of the ensemble takes
over.

The piece moves into a more reflective, lyrical treatment of the original theme. Several members of the
ensemble are featured here including trumpet, baritone and flugel horn. It is this reflection where the band
can honour those who started out with the band, remembering the ones who have left and those who have
passed away.
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David Marlatt has composed pieces for concert band, string orchestra, brass quintet, trumpet ensemble, piano, tuba and trumpet.
His writing style is diverse and he has written for a wide range of difficulty levels from very young concert band to professional
brass quintet. His jazz based trumpet ensemble pieces Groovy Vamp and A Coconut Named Alex have been well received by
audiences everywhere and his concert band compositions are found on many festival lists. He has also arranged over 800 pieces of
repertoire from the Baroque to the Romantic eras such as Monteverdi madrigals, a large suite of music from Handel’s Messiah,
Largo from New World Symphony and even Mahler’s First Symphony.

Mr. Marlatt is a trumpet player who obtained a music education degree from the University of Western Ontario, Canada. He was
Principal Cornet in the Whitby Brass Band for 6 years and founder of the trumpet ensemble Trumpets in Style. As a performer, he
has played in jazz bands, brass quintets, orchestras, concert bands, brass bands and period instrument ensembles.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

david@enpmusic.com
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