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Program Notes

Opportunities to attend, listen to, rehearse, and speak with honor and festival bands
are personally rewarding experiences. | learn from other conductors, the students
and directors. As a clinician and conductor, | enjoy the challenge of finding that
proper balance of repertoire that allows students to experience something new, to
stretch a little out of their comfort zone and take the audience on a sonic journey.
When Jim Martini at Central York High School (Pennsylvania) asked me to write and
conduct for the tenth anniversary of their county-wide festival, | was initially stymied
in My repertoire selection. The rest of the program would hinge around the kind of 6
piece that | would create. Once | settled on the character of the piece | was writing
could program the rest of the festival. This piece - part fanfare and part overtur
pays homage to the great works students have experienced at adjudication$ a@

festival events. \\
Intended to open a concert, A Festival Celebration b@h a maje

S
fanfare that is complimented by the woodwinds a ni se e stage
for a variety of textural and stylistic presentat ore a clo igsh that rises

O O
from the bottom of the sound canvas to the @ ding to are
Nisgarlsic, and s es to you and

restatement. Thank you for your support of t
your band as you come together for A Festival Ce/ebrat/on

About the Composer

W
Travis J. Weller is an active arr & omposemeducator, and advocate of music
education. He is director of education %iah College in Mechanicsburg,
Pennsylvania. His duties ssiah as an a@n professor of music include
supervising instrumendal c educati nts, teaching methods courses,
working with gr e éonducting stu@ and conducting the Symphonic Winds.
He holds a Ph.D. in'usic educa Kent State University and a master’s
degree in music education from Duguesne University in Pittsburgh. Travis is also a
member of Phi Beta Mu, %p er; ASCAP, PMEA/NAfME and the National Band
Association. He has pr on instrumental music education at The Midwest
Clinic, PMEA and O te conferences, and professional development sessions
for music educati as been a contributing author for articles in 7Teaching Music,
The Instrument PMEA Journal, Phi Beta Mu International Newsletter,

/on Journal, and Learning and Leading with Technology. He is

National Ban,
in freg m a guest conductor for honor bands and composer-in-
residen ns with school bands across Pennsylvania, New York, and Ohio.
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A Festival Celebration

Commissioned by the York County Band Directors Association
=

to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the York County High School Honor Band Festival
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