PROGRAM NOTES

Sunrise in Seneca was commissioned by the Ehrman Crest Middle School (Tracy Glass,
Director) and Haine Middle School (Kelly Levere, Director) 6th Grade Bands in the Seneca
Valley School District (Harmony, PA) for the 2025 - 2026 school year through a generous grant
from the Seneca Valley Band Foundation.

| have had the pleasure of getiing to know both Tracy & Kelly over the past few years. Both of
these ladies are outstanding music educators who provide an incredible musical experience for
their students, and throughout the creative process, |, too, had the good fortune to learn from
them as well. When we discussed the project, the only guideline they gave me was to write what
| felt would be a fun and educational piece for the students. As the piece took shape, | asked
them about having the ensemble clapping throughout and they were all for it. | loved the
collaboration that we all shared throughout the entire process, from our initial meeting through
the entire composing period, these two ladies were outstanding to work with. Being that | live in
Pittsburgh and each of these schools are about an hour from me, having the opportunity to
spend a day working with both of the 6th Grade Bands at each school just added to the
experience of writing this piece.

Sunrise in Seneca marks the first commissioned piece through the Seneca Valley Band
Foundation, and it was a true joy and honor to write. The piece received ils premiere in
December 2025 by both the Ehrman Crest Middle School & Haine Middle School 6th Grade
Bands.

PERFORMANCE NOTE

This piece is truly meant to be fun for the ensemble to perform, with clapping rhythms (even a
back and forth between two sides), an uplifting melody, and a lot of percussion accessories
(including samba whistle = ). The clapping should not overpower any melodic material but
rather accompany and support the melodic material being performed at the time.

Pedaling in the vibraphone can be left up to the conductor’s discretion, but in most cases, |
would suggest pedaling every measure to avoid a clouded sound.

Directors can double up any percussion part as they see fit to the success of the student
performer and ensemble.

Also, in bands with smaller percussion sections, there have been parts created to help facilitate
the most important of those parts to cover, and are included.

| hope this piece is as enjoyable for you and your students to perform as it was to write!
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