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for symphonic winds

instrumentation

Piccolo Baritone Saxophone Timpani
Flute 1 & 2 Bk Trumpet 1 i
Percussion 1
Oboe 1 &2 Bb Trumpet 2 & 3 {Snare Drum, Hi-Hat, Splash
Cymbal, Triangle)
Bassoon FHon1&2 .
Percussion 2
Ek Clarinet FHorn3 &4 (Bagss Drum, Concert Toms,
Ride Suspended Cymixal)
Bk Clarinet 1 Trombone 1
Percussion 3
Bb Clarinet 2 & 3 Trombone 2 {Tam-Tam, Whip, Woad
Blocks, Tambourine, Hamd
Bass Clarinet Bass Trombone Cymbals, Bongos)
Alto Saxophone 1 Euphonium Mallet Percussion 1
(Glockenapiel, Chimes,
Alto Saxophone 2 Tuba & String Bass Marimbsa)

Tenor Saxophone Piano

JOEY STEMPIEN (ASCAP)
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While each parcussion parl (Percussion 1-3, above; Timpani; Mallel Percussion) may ba performed by one player, il may ba
prudenl to ulilize an addition player on Percussion 3 andior Mallal Percussion.

prograrii note

Al the heart of every inslitution of leaming lies a quiet bul profound drama: the awakening of minds, the passing of torches,
the forging of legacy. Crest & Crown is a musical tribute to thal academic joumey—an oda to the tradibons, revelalions, and
quial moments thal shape a scholar's path.

Tha work opens wilh a jubilanl fanfare, brimming with pageanlry and promise. This introduction evokes the ceremonial
grandaur of corvocalion: banners unfured, facully robed in colors of old, and the air alive with anticipation. This s a musical
salule to the outward symbuols of scholarship that also hints al tha inner queast jusl beginning.

From this brighl opening, the music gives way lo a more introspeclive and lyncal passage, which is a genlle madilalion on
the starl of a new academic year. Here, under the canopy of lurning leaves and on quiel walks belween classes, the real
work of growlh begins. | represants a ime of selfling in, of questions asked and friendships kindled, filled with a mix of
noslalgia and newfound hopa. An enigmatic inlerlude represents the challenges associated with research and thought-
provoking kearming.

Thase chaplers build o a majestic soaring seclion (one mighl Esten for the revelation or "lightbulb”™). This is the tuming
paint—the thrill of discovery, the spark of underslanding, the elalion of connecling ideas once thoughl unrelated. i is tha
momeanl a sludent becomes a thinker. The opening fanfare then retumns in a ivmphanl recapilulation, wharain the
prodagonist dons thair well-earmed regalia (their Crest & Crown).

Crast & Crown is a celebralion of scholarship, both in rlual and in soul. I s for every teacher, every studenl, and evary
momeanl when the mind is opened, and tha world is made naw.

biography

Joey Stempien (b. 2004) is a Rochester, NY-based composer whose work in jazz
and conlemporary concerl music has garnened national attention. Known for his
viscaral lyricisrm and evocative orchesiralions, Stempien has developed a distinct
voice thal continues o resonale with parformers and audiences alike. He made his
publishing debul for big band al age 17, and his music has since been brought o life
by the alents of the US Mavy Commuodaras, Easiman Jazz Ensembla, and US Army
Fiald Band Jarzr Ambassadors, among olhers.

An aclive composer, Slempien has rmeceived commissions from  educalional
inslitulions, consortiums, and professional musicians across tha counlry. As a guest
clinician and conductor, he regulary works with ensambles at the middle school,
high schoal, wniversity, and communily levels. He was named the winnar of the
Midwasl Clinic's 2025 Barbara Buwehlman Prize in Composition for his wind
ensamble work Moniraal al Night.

In addition, Slempien mainlains a busy performance schedule as a jazz pianisl and
mulli-instrumentalist, including wilh GRAMMY-nominated saxophonisl Jimmia
Highesmith Jr. He cumrently leads the Joey Stempien Big Band, a professional
ensamble of lop collegiale and conservalory musicians dedicated o perorming his
original music.

Slempien is compleling a dual degresa in Music (B.A.) and Environmenlal Science (B.5.) at the Universily of Rochester. His
ariginal works for wind ensemble and big band are available through C. Alan Publications and Murphy Music Prass.
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