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Program Notes

Blackstar Alpha

By JaRod Hall

Commissioned by the Traughber JH Band in northern lllinois, this is a theme and variations on a familiar tune with many names:
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, Ba Ba Black Sheep, and The Alphabet Song. The interplay between different versions of the tune and an
interstellar setting confribute to the coining of the title: BLACKSTAR ALPHA.

About the Composer

JaRod Hall (b. 1991) is a Texan composer, educator, and performer. He holds a bachelor’'s degree
in music education from the University of North Texas and a master's degree in music composition
from Texas State University. His principal feachers include Don Little (tuba); Dennis Fisher, Dr.
Nicholas Williams, and Dr. Caroline Beatty (conducting); and Dr. Michael Ippolito and Dr. Jack
Wilds (composition).

He is an 8-year veteran band director, during which time his students received perennial
sweepstakes awards at the Texas University Inferscholastic League Concert and Sightreading
Evaluations, as well as being recognized at the state level. Notably, his 2018 non-varsity band at
Griffin Middle School in Frisco, TX was the first middle school band in Frisco ISD history to win the
Citation of Excellence, which honored the top 2 non-varsity bands in the state that year in class A.
A tubist and trombonist, JaRod has performed with the North Texas Wind Symphony and
Symphonic Band, 3 O’ Clock Lab Band, Carroliton Wind Symphony, Metropolitan Winds, Texas
State Symphonic Winds, and the Texas State Wind Symphony - of which he played principal tuba
for two years. JaRod is also a four-year Texas All-State Band member (2007 - 2009 tuba; 2010 1st
chair jazz bass frombone in the state), the maximum number of times possible for any individual
high school student in the state of Texas. He served as drum major for the 2013 Crossmen Drum
and Bugle Corps, and was a member of the 2014 Disneyland All-American College Band. JaRod's
compositions appear on the Texas Prescribed Music List, The J.W. Pepper "Editor's Choice" list, and

the Bandworld Top 100 list. His original brass choir "Silver Fanfare" was selected as a winner of the 2020 Dallas Winds Call for Fanfares
and his grade 2 concert band work "Through the Storm" was selected as the 2021 Barbara Buehlman Prize winner for middle school
band. Additionally, JaRod is a nationwide marching arts arranger and consultant. JaRod resides in San Antonio, Texas with his wife,
Rachel (the smart one in the family) who is a medical student at the University of Incarnate Word School of Osteopathic Medicine.



Commissioned by the Traughber Junior High 8th grade band in Oswego, ll, Rachel Maxwell and Josh Johnson, Directors
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DURATION: 5:00 (ASCAP)
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