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Quest

By M.J. Roth
Program Notes
A journey through the forest for the developing concert band. Students will enjoy unconventional, but smooth phrases
and the opportunity to tfouch audiences with lush textures. Mirroring an archetypal Hero's Journey, bands can fell a story
for the ages and end it with an electric conclusion.

Rehearsal suggestions

- Keep it steady af the beginning, and truly arrive at measure 5. Keep it alive through measure 15, decaying into 19. Consider the 5
bar phrases at this point as groups of 3+2 throughout.

- The music begins smoothing out at measure 34, and slowing at 40. Both phenomena are most apparent in the four

bars before the key change, and the smoothness continues through 96.

- Cultivate drama in the slow section - especially mm. 56-64. From measure 65, the tempo should be steadier than

before. The climax at measure 89 is merely an extension of the preceding phrases, but sets up the return of the

opening theme.

- All forte-pianos at measure 97 should be aggressive, and hairpins into and through measure 106 should be dramatic. Measure 133
marks the "coda,” first with a prominent ostinato and a percussion feature. Percussion can open up at the

end, though the rest of the band should wait for the last five bars to blow away the audience.

About the Composer

Mitchell J. (MJ) Roth is a composer, conductor, instrumentalist, and student from Detroit, Michigan.
They write innovative instrumental music for musicians of all levels, in addition to digital music and
film scores. An experienced fimpanist and bass trombonist, he performs regularly with collegiate
and community ensembles.

He studies orchestral conducting while working towards degrees in Music and Mathematical
Economics (honors) at Wayne State University. Mitchell has worked with several esteemed directors
to bring his music to life for audiences in the state of Michigan and beyond. With various
ensembles under the direction of Kevin Scollin, Katie Fauls, Peggy Babcock, and Damien Crutcher,
Mitchell innovates within and beyond the scope of educational band music.

In addifion to concert music from the beginner to advanced levels, the composer has experience
in composing and arranging for the marching arts. Mitchell's first publication came out in 2023
through Randall Standridge Music at the age of 17. They now have additional publications for
both band and string orchestra from RSM and other publishers.

Additional pieces, including solo and ensemble works, are available directly from the composer.
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