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By Duroje Gwamna
Program Notes
Nigeria, the most populous country in Africa, is a proud representation of West African culfure—rich in history, tradition, and
innovation. At the forefront of its musical legacy stands Fela Kuti, a trailblazer who infroduced the world to Afrobeat—a dynamic
fusion of James Brown-inspired funk, traditional Nigerian rhythms, and powerful political messaging. This vibrant genre reflects the
nation’s energy, resilience, and creativity.

j6 Ajoyo (ee-jo ah-jo-yo)—lj®é meaning “dance” and Ajoyo meaning “celebration” in Yoruba—is exactly that: a dance party! Bursts
of percussive flair propel the energy forward, as if looking back isn’'t an option. The shekere, a gourd shaker, provides the pulse,
joined by the clave and bongos. The brass, in Afrobeat fashion, is prominently featured, balanced by bright

woodwind flourishes.

| dedicate this piece to my parents, who have always reminded me to count life’s blessings— especially in the face of adversity.
Let's all wave the flag of green and white, of prosperity and peace.

And pass the Jollof rice!

About the Composer

Duroje Gwamna was born to a proud pair of Nigerian scholars on a cold Midwestern Friday,
February 5th, 1988. Unbeknownst to them, those two infroduced this musical rabbit hole via Fela
Kuti's Afrobeat and the funky chiptunes of the family Sega.

Infrigued by the whimsy of the frombone, he developed a passion for arranging pep band tunes
via his high school music theory course. This led Duroje to pursue a bachelor's degree in Music
Theory and Composition from Coe College in 2010, studying under Director of Bands, William S.
Carson, Composition professor Dr. Joseph Dangerfield, and many others.

Duroje is a dynamic arranger, engraver, and composer, with his arrangements resonating in
marching bands, show choirs, and various ensembles across Eastern lowa. As of June 2023, his
most recent composition, Rise, had its European premiere with the Coe College Concert Band.
While dedicated to writing and playing for large ensembles, Duroje seamlessly blends his love for
electronic music creation info his projects.

Duroje finds joy in marriage to his wife, Sarah. They reside in Oxford, lowa, with their effervescent
toddler, Tunde, two cats, Osito and Cricket, and a growing puppy. Garth. He's an avid Pokemon
nerd.
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