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   Paul Laurence Dunbar was an African-American poet, novelist, and playwright. He was born in 1872 in
   Dayton, Ohio, the son of freed slaves from Kentucky. Despite being an excellent student in high school, he
   was financially unable to attend college and went to work as an elevator operator. Through the support of
   friends and teachers, Dunbar eventually self-published his first collection of poems, Oak and Ivy. He went
   on to become one of the first nationally-recognized African-American writers, traveling the United States
   and Europe on public reading tours. His work is known for its conversational tone, innovative rhetorical
   structure, and a colorful use of both dialect and conventional English. This particular text comes from 
   Lyrics of Sunshine and Shadows, a collection of poems published in 1905. 
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