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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got That Swing) is a 1931 composition by Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington and lyrics by Irving Mill
This composition was Ellington’s signature song for his orchestra. Duke Ellington called his music “American Music” rather than Jazz
and liked to describe those who impressed him as “beyond category.” He remains one of the most influential figures in jazz, i
all American music and is widely considered as one of the twentieth century’s best-known African American personalities.
composer and a bandleader, Ellington’s reputation has increased since his death, with thematic repackaging of his 5|gn
often becoming best sellers. Posthumous recognition of his work includes a special award citation from the Puli

This vocal arrangement is a swing chart and although the term “swing” has come to mean many things,
jazz musicians relates to subtle changes in the timing of the melody, which help promote a swinging fee
is plenty of flex in how the lyrics can be approached. Some phrases are performed slightly ahead of th
behind the beat, allowing the performer to express a more relaxed, rhythmic, or even driving feeling. | sugge
recording at alfred.com/downloads.

This arrangement is written in the original key of F minor (Ab is the relative major). There a
Db major and Eb major during the bridge but these shifts do not affect the key signatur
added throughout to assist players.

emporary tonal center shifts to

tionary accidengls have been

The first three measures of the introduction are similar to measures 97-99 at the end. articulatio s@iynamics. Make
certain that the winds are using the correct jazz phonetics for tonguing; use “ ato, “dig” f&ccato, and “daht” for
marcato (roof top) accents. This composition has many repeated notes and r ecifically, in the”dw -doo-wah-doo-wah”
passage, which starts at measure 9, then again at 17, 33, 73, and‘ coda. ould facilitate the t@aching and learning of the

chart. Again, emphasize the articulations.
mfortable a Qﬁave it memorized. Then, the
t@hout. The bass part, mostly walking
laying on the light side. At measure 37, a
suggested drum solo has been written, but the player is en inal solo in the style of the piece. The shout
chorus starts with a pick-up to measure 45, followe ures of interspersed solo(s) for the repeated “A” section. This
section offers some flexibility depending on the e ensemble. At@wd 61, suggested solos have been written for 1st
tenor and 1st trombone and 1st alto and 2nd tr , as an added option, the solos have been cued in

( n
the vocal part using suggested scat singin € e% dynamic level as it builds little by little until the end.

onally, there are many professional recordings of this tune
le. Wor stage presence and holding the microphone. All eyes will be on the
ive whe performi:i. tional parts are included for Bb, Eb and bass clef instruments in lieu

0 —Victor Lépez

singer so, move around
of the vocal part.

Swing away!

o the de@‘

Victor
Lopez

Victor Lépez is a highly acclaimed
educator, composer, arranger, and
adjudicator. He holds music degrees
from the University of Florida and
Florida International University, with
an Ed.D. in Educational Administration
and Supervision.
as director of bands at the middle
and senior high school levels and
as an administrator in the Miami-
Dade County Public Schools. He
has recorded and performed with
various artists and has appeared
in numerous music videos. He has
over 450 compositions/arrangements
published as an exclusive composer,
arranger and clinician for Alfred Music
Publishing Co.

He has served
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