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ROSSINI

LA GAZZA LADRA

(The Thievish Magpie)

Overture

COMPLETE BAND INSTRUMENTATION
Full Score Ep Alto Clarinet 2nd Horn in F
Condensed Score Bh Bass Clarinet 3rd Horn in F
C Piccolo Ist Ep Alto Saxophone 4th Horn in F
Ist Flute 2nd Ej Alto Saxophone 1st Trombone
2nd Flute Bp Tenor Saxophone 2nd Trombone
1st Oboe Ep Baritone Saxophone 3rd Trombone
2nd Oboe Bh Bass Saxophone Baritone (Treble Clef)
st Bassoon 1st Bp Cornet Baritone (Bass Clef)
2nd Bassoon 2nd Bp Cornet T”k.’c
Ep Clarinet 3rd Bp Cornet S'trlng Bass
st Bp Clarinet Ist & 2nd Bp Trumpets ;;Tcpucs:ilon
2nd B} Clarinet 1st & 2nd Bh Fluegelhorns Snare & Bass Drums,
3rd Bb Clarinet 1st Horn in F Triangle

PROGRAM NOTE

LA GAZZA LADRA, an opera buffa in two acts by Gioacchino Rossini, was given its premier performance at
La Scala, Milan, on May 31, 1817, about fourteen months after the debut of his THE BARBER OF SEVILLE.

Despite the fact that the plot is complicated in the manner of the period, Rossini and his librettist, Gherardini, had
fashioned a ‘book’ with many fresh touches. The lecherous old mayor; the falsely accused maiden in the clutches of
despair — these and many other characterizations were to become stock figures in comic operas of a later period. The
main novelty, however, was the inclusion of a pet magpic who was the real culprit and, through whose mischievous
thicvery of household cffects, placed others in jeopardy.

One revealing historical sidelight is the fact that Mozart's librettist, Lorenzo da-Ponte, used LA GAZZA LADRA
to inaugurate the first theatre in New York devoted only to the presentation of opera. The opera remained popular in
New York until the 1890's, at which time the Bel Canto school yielded to the new ‘Verismo' school. The overture has
remained a staple of the symphonic orchestra repertory since the time it was composed.
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(The Thievish Magpie)

LA GAZZA LADRA

OVERTURE
FULL SCORE G. ROSSINI
Transcribed for Band by
Lucien Cailliet
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