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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana. He is a seasoned music

educator and very active as a composer, clinician and conductor throughout
the United States and Canada. His compositional style for young ensembles
displays a keen, practical approach which has firmly established him
as a leader in the field. Since 1993, Mr. Owens has written over 200
commissioned and published works for concert band, string orchestra
and small ensemble. His music is performed gnd appears on required
music lists nationdlly and abroad.

.
William is aduate of Chicago’s %01( College of Music and
the recipient merous awards and for composition. Professional

memberships include the Americag Sot€ty of Composers Au \ d Publishers (ASCAP), the Texas
Music Educators Association (T@
a

the Association of Te@q 11 School Bands (ATSSB) and Phi Beta

Mu International Bandmagte@ rnity.

William resides in For@y TX with his wife and berriend, Georgia.
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Earnest and vibrant in nature, GratitiNg 1s largely based on the{l6th century Dutch Chris \x/mn We

Gather Together. The piece combi riginal content with h ased material and pa age to the
city of Tipton, Indiana, a c ity deeply rooted i ut origin and traditjeg {h# music begins
softly and solemnly, offe flective melodies w@ ensitive harmonic coQtration. The idyllic

y h¥mn is now strongly

setting suddenly yields@xe lively triple-meter S% in which the well-kngiwn
evident. The melo )@Ves continuously a ﬁ ssly through the Varl’({g:
culminating Q ctic conclusion. 06

Commissioned by the Tipton Middle School Concert Band, Gm@ceived its premiere performance

in 2019 by the TMS band with the composer conducting.

tions of the ensemble,

3
REHEARSAL SUG NS

The opening section should be played with gre \otion and sensitivity. The allegro section at
measure 33 should be equally intrepid, and w most effective if played toward the top of the

suggested metronome marking. @‘

o

williamowensmusic.com william.owens.581 excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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