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Editor’s Note

The melody of “Ave Maria” was originally written by French composer Charles
Gounod (1818-1893) as a solo for violin, using an accompaniment originally
written by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750): “Prelude No. 1 in C major” for
piano (clavier). The Latin text was added later, and in the years since, Gounod’s
piece has become one of the most popular settings of “Ave Maria.”

I have made an effort to keep the voice leadings simple in order to enhance
the beauty of this piece in a choral setting. In addition, the piano part has been
notated for ease of playing by all accompanists. I hope you enjoy performing
this beautiful work!

Russell Robinson

Translation and Pronunciation Guide

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum.
(Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.)
[ɑ-vε�mɑ-Ri-ɑ gRɑ-tsi-ɑ plε-nɑ dɔ-mi-nus tε-kum]

Benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.
(Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.)
[bε-nε-dik-tɑ tu in mu-li-ε-Ri-bus εt bε-nε-dik-tus fRuk-tus vεn-tRis tu-i jε-sus]

Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus,
(Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,)
[sɑnk-tɑ ma-Ri-ɑ mɑ-tεR dε-i ɔ-Rɑ pRɔ nɔ-bis pε-kɑ-tɔ-Ri-bus]

nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.
(now and at the hour of our death. Amen.)
[nunk εt in ɔ-Rɑ mɔR-tis nɔ-stRε ɑ-mεn]

Please see Alfred’s IPA Made Easy (42789) for further explanation of the
International Phonetic Alphabet.
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