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Notes to the Conductor

Written in late October of 1880, Tchaikovsky’s Serenade 
for Strings has been a staple of the string orchestra literature 
since its highly successful premiere in Moscow. Very faithful 
to the original but arranged with the younger player in 
mind, this selection has it all, and is sure to challenge every 
section of your orchestra. The lyrical opening section will 
develop their expressive playing and bow control, while 
the bustling main theme will give everyone’s fingers a great 
technical workout. The introduction to this fourth and 
final movement is based on a Russian folk tune, a Volga 
“hauling song.” The main theme that follows is related 
to the first movement’s slow introduction. A terrific way 
to give your students a taste of musical history, this piece 
makes a perfect closer or contest selection. 

The composer himself seems to have had a special fondness 
for this piece: “The Serenade was written from an inward 
impulse. I felt it, and I venture to hope that this work is 
not without artistic qualities.”

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 3

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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