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Robert W. Smith is one of the most popular and
- prolific composers of wind literature in America today.
He has over 230 publications to his credit. From the
Welcoming ceremonies in Japan honoring President
Ronald Reagan to Opening Day at Dodger Stadium;
from the opening of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade telecast to the Ringling Bros./Barnum & Bail€y
Circus; his music is widely accepted by all ages. In
addition to his composition endeavors, MEASmitiis an
active producer, guest conductor, clinicianand lec-
turer. He currently is on the Faculty at James¥adison
University in Harrisonburg, VA.

Dr. Robert McCashin is currently in his fifth year
as Director of Orchestras at James Madison Uni-
versity, where he serves as conductor of the JMU
Chamber Orchestra, the JMU Opera/Theatre orchestra,
and the James Madison University Symphony
Orchestra. Dr. McCashin has been conductifigierches-
tras and teaching violin at the Universitydevel‘for twen-
ty-four years. He came to James Madison University
from the University of Texas at Aflifigton, where he
served as the Director, of Orchestral s&Studies. D,
McCashin also served“as, Music Director of the
Arlington Youth Symphony,the Trinity Symphomysthe
Arlington Opera orchestra, and Served as Assistafit"Conductor for the Youth Orchestra
of Greater Fort Worth.

His experiencesas a violinist began at age 16 when he was offered his first professional
position with the Chattanooga Syfiphony Orchestra under Julius Hegyi. Dr. McCashin has
played_professionally througheut ‘His career, including recent experiences with the Fort
Worth Symphony and Opera Orchestras, the Gallery String Quartet (Fort Worth) and
University String Quarteg, (Arlington, TX).

Dr. McCashin completed the Bachelor and Master of Music degrees in violin performance
at Louisiana State/University and the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in conducting from the
University of Atizona (Tucson) where he studied conducting with Dr. Leonard Pearlman.
He has pasticipated in violin masterclasses with the late Henryk Szeryng and has received
conductorstraining with, among others, Maurice Abravanel, Gunther Herbig, and Leonard
SlatkingDr. McCashin maintains an extensive schedule guest conducting with orchestras
at all levels; regional and state select student groups as well as professional ones, does
numerous adjudications, regionally and nationally, and makes several conducting and
violin pedagogical presentations at professional gatherings each year.
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