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The Water Is Wide

The well-know melody, “The Water Is Wide,” is an English or Irish air that first appeared in
the 1600’s. It was originally called “O Waly, Waly.” Versions of this tune have been arranged,
performed, and recorded by many musicians ranging from Benjamin Britten to Pete Seeger to the
Indigo Girls. Through the beautiful simplicity of the melody and lyrics, the challenges of love are
made apparent throughout this folk song.

This arrangement of “The Water Is Wide” attempts to maintain the tradition of the original
version yet adds new melodic and harmonic material to further enhance this lovely air.

Suggestions to the Conductor

This arrangement of “The Water Is Wide” is not technically difficult but does require some
attention to detail.

The singing part at letter A is very easy to learn and is well worth the effort. “Oo” is probably
the best syllable to use for the singing; however, feel free to experiment with other sounds in
order to achieve the proper effect. If you prefer, you may use the accompaniment notated in the
low brass; however, you will lose much of the plaintive beauty of the oboe solo. (Permission to
photocopy the Voices part is granted by the publisher.)

The oboe solo may be rewritten for other solo instruments if desired. Balance, intonation,
and expression will make this piece a wonderful addition to your concert or festival.

Rick Kirby

Rick Kirby

Rick Kirby was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and was educated in New England. Moving
to Wisconsin in 1974, he taught at several high schools and universities. He retired from public
school teaching in 2001 to pursue a full-time career as a composer and arranger. Before
retirement, Mr. Kirby’s last public school teaching position was at Waukesha West High School.

Mr. Kirby has arranged or composed for many marching bands, including groups from
Wisconsin, Illinois, Kansas, Ohio, Arizona, and California. He is presently the staff arranger for
the award-winning Sound of Sun Prairie Marching Band and the Wisconsin State Champion
Waukesha West High School Marching Band.

M. Kirby has been involved in many commissioning projects, including writing compositions
for concert bands, jazz ensembles, choirs, and other instrumental ensembles.

Kirby currently directs the Waukesha Area Symphonic Band and thc.a Carr.oll College Jazz
Ensemble. He is the associate conductor of the Youth Wind Orchestra of Wisconsin.

Rick Kirby is the Wisconsin Music Educators Association’s 2002 recipient of the
Distinguished Service Award, given for lifelong meritorious service, excellence, and dedication to
music education.
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