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Program Notes 
 
Danzas Brasileiras is a piece in four movements based on the piano compositions of 
Ernesto Nazareth.  

1. Odeon 
2. Floraux 
3. Brejeiro 
4. Ameno Resedá 

 
 
About the Composer 
 
Ernesto Júlio de Nazareth was born on March 20, 1863 in Rio de Janeiro. As a young 
child he studied piano with his mother. After her death he continued his musical 
studies with Eduardo Madeira and Charles Lucien Lambert. Well regarded for 
composing music that bridged classical and popular music, he was highly influenced 
by Frédéric Chopin and musical styles like the choro and the lundu. He began his 
professional performing career at age 14, the same age he published his first 
composition, Você bem sabe. He referred to his music as “Brazilian tangos.” 
Throughout his life he would continue to compose over 200 works and give recitals 
as well play piano for theaters and radio. After suffering from mental instability in his 
later years, he was found dead by drowning in February 1934. 
 
 
About the Arranger 
 
The career of Col. John R. Bourgeois, the 25th director of “The President’s Own” 
United States Marine Band, spanned nine presidential administrations, from 
Eisenhower to Clinton. He retired from the Marine Corps after serving as the band’s 
director and music advisor to the White House for 17 years. 
He joined the Marine Corps in 1956 and joined U.S. Marine Band in 1958 as a French 
hornist and staff arranger. He became director of the band in 1979, serving in that 
capacity until his retirement in 1996. 
Under his leadership, the Marine Band presented its first overseas performances. In 
1990, Col. Bourgeois led the band on a historic 18-day concert tour of the former 
Soviet Union. Col. Bourgeois directed 16 national concert tours – a tradition started 
by John Philip Sousa in 1891. 
Since his retirement, he has continued to be active as a guest conductor and clinician 
and is also an artist-in-residence at his alma mater, Loyola University. 
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1. Odeon

Danzas Brasilieras
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Brasilian Polka

4. Ameno Resedá

Piccolo

1
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