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CANTICLE, originally written in 1985, was my first attempt at a style of music I
call "neo-Impressionism." The construction of short melodic motives coupled with
the use of multiple keyboard instruments and piano characterize this style. This
work was highly influenced by the music of Joseph Schwantner and Vincent
Persichetti, with the opening large section being motivically based. Following the
pause, the chorale begins the second section with hints of the opening motive
constantly reappearing.

The work was written for my good friend David Rockefeller and his outstand-
ing Enloe High School Symphonic Band. I am forever grateful to Larry Daehn for
having the faith in this work to publish it some ten years after its inception.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

The narration, based on the anonymous poem, "Do Not Stand at My Grave
and Weep," is optional. However, if the conductor chooses to use the narration, it
is advised that the narrator read the poetry as if reading to him or her self and not
make it an overly dramatic presentation.

Jack Stamp
September, 1994
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*Wait for narrator's last line before playing the last note.
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