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Traditional English Carol

This is an English carol dating from the 16th century. The carol was traditionally performed in Coventry in
England as part of a mystery play called The Pageant of the Shearmen and Tailors. The play depicts the
Christmas story from chapter two in the Gospel of Matthew: the carol itself refers to the Massacre of the
Innocents, in which Herod ordered all male infants under the age of two in Bethlehem to be killed, and takes
the form of a lullaby sung by mothers of the doomed children.

This arrangement features sets of duets (trumpets then horn/trombone) on the harmonized melody with
rhythmic backgrounds underneath. Trumpet 1 is featured on a wandering descant with the other 4 voices on
the chorale melody.
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