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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Matthew Putnam is a North Carolina native who is a band and choral director,
composer, arranger, and educator. He received his B.A. in Music Education
from Limestone College in Gaffney, South Carolina. He’s been teaching
music in the North Carolina public school system for 27+ years. Matt also
holds professional membership in both ASCAP and NAfME. Currently,
he is the director of bands at Polk County Middle School in Mill Spring,
North Carolina, and also the director of music at Bethany Baptist Church
in Forest City, North Carolina. Matt was selected as the Polk County
Middle School “Teacher Of The Year” for the 2018-2019 school year. Over
the course of his career, Matt has written hundreds stom arrangements
and compositions for middle school, high school, an %e bands across the
country. Matt also enjoys being an active drill designer for gnarching . Matt Putnam is deeply
devoted to music, his students, his community, and his fam 0\\6

O
e

LEGEND H'r\QaJSD TAILS

In the 1940s, as World War II raged, @ 1at10n group was born, the Tuskegee Airmen.
This was the first group of Afric ri % ry pilots in the United States” history. Due to the

me, Black men had to fight to be accepted into the US
military, and it was particularly difficult % m to become pilots. The Tuskegee Airmen faced rigorous
testing and scrutiny in order to bec ter and bomber pilots, resulting in them becoming known
as an elite group within the milita ey came to be referred to by their nickname, the “Red Tails,”
due to how they painted thelr with bright red tails. The Tuskegee Airmen were instrumental not
only in helping the Allies d War II, but also in blazing a trail for equality for African-Americans
in the United States. Thls%ﬂymg classic-sounding march is dedicated to the Tuskegee Airmen as a
celebration of their bravery and excellence.
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By Tpt. 1
Bs Tpt. 2
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Tbn./
Euph./
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