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RWS SYMPHONY BAND SERIES

Ancient Airs and Dances
Suite No. 1 for Symphonic Winds

IV. Passo Mezzo e Mascherada

Ottorino Respighi
Arranged by
William V. Johnson
INSTRUMENTATION

CoNdUCtOr SCOTE ... 1 E> Alto Clarinet (0ptional) ..........oo..cooveeeeneee. 1 1St TrOmMbONE. ...
PICCOI0 . 1 B> Bass Clarinet.............ccoovvvveorereeirereee. 2 2nd TrombONE. ...
1st Flute..... ) E> Contralto Clarinet (optional)...... . Bass Trombone ..
2nd Flute... ) B> Contrabass Clarinet (optional) .. . Euphonium B.C..
1St ODOE ..o 1 B> SOPran0 Sax .........oovveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee. 1 Euphonium T.C...oveviccccce 2
200 ODOB ..o 15t B> Alto Saxophone.............ccoovvvceereeeenee.. TUDA oo 4
English Horn (optional)... 2nd E> Alto Saxophone...
1St BASSO0N ..o B> Tenor Saxophone ..........ooo...oeeveverereeeennne.
2Nnd BaSS00N .....cveccee e E> Baritone Saxophone...............co..ccooveeeenee.. 1 Harp (0ptional).......ccooeernccrccces 1

Contrabassoon (optional) 1 1st B> Trumpet............ Mallet Percussion 1: Xylophone................... 1
Eb Clarinet (optional) ....... A 2nd B> Trumpet ... Mallet Percussion 2: Marimba...................... 2
1st B> Clarinet........... .4 3rd B> Trumpet.... THMPAN .o 1
2nd Bb Clarinet ..... 4 1st & 3rd FHorn ... Percussion 1: Snare Drum, Bass Drum; ...... 3

3rd B Clarlnet4 2nd & 4th F Horn Percussion 2: Grash Cymbals, Tambourine ...2

PROGRAM NOTES

Ottorino Respighi was born in Bologna, Italy, on July 9, 1879 and died in Rome on April 18, 1936. Respighi was one of the mostimaginative orchestrators of the first
part of the twentieth century. While most of his musical studies were undertakenin Italy, he spent two crucial years in Russia where he took lessons in orchestration
with Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. He developed a masterful technique in the use of instrumental color and sonority, firmly rooted in the late-Romantic tradition. He
maintained this style with only marginal in influence from the revolutionary changes in music that occurred during his lifetime. He is best known for his three Roman
orchestral tone poems: Fountains of Rome, Pines of Rome and Roman Festivals.

Respighi was also a scholar of early music, editing the works of Claudio Monteverdi and Tomaso Antonio Vitali, as well-as transcribing works by many Renaissance
and early Baroque composers. He also delighted in arranging obscure early music for modern performance. His three suites of Ancient Airs and Dances are based
on lItalian and French lute music mostly from the early seventeenth century to accompany dancers and singers.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The finale of Suite No. 1, Passo mezzo e mascherada, provides both a dance and an air. It combines two contrasting forms, through a pair of anonymous melodies.
The name of the opening, fast-paced passo mezzo remains obscure. It might mean step-and-a-half, referring to the pattern of the dance it accompanied. Respighi
alternates it with a mascherada, a type of villanella designed to be sung and played at a masked ball, or by street players during Carnival season. It often contained an
element of caricature. This melodic mascherada/villanella isn’t as gloomy as the one heard in the third movement. The passo mezzo keeps interrupting it, gleefully and
vivaciously. Eventually, the passo mezzo carries the day.

This arrangement for symphonic winds is designed to provide an additional setting of Respighi’s magnificent orchestral work that captures the spirit of the Renaissance
era. The original setting employed such instruments as the lute, shawm, dulcian, sackbut, trumpet. recorder, crumhorn, cornetto, and serpent along with the rich,
colorful sounds of the late Romantic Orchestra. In this spirit, please note the optional parts included in this publication to fully explore the timbral colors of the modern
wind band.

Best h f derf f (/\J l,a,:\/
est wisnes Tor a wondaertul perro ance ‘EF @aﬂ

William V. Johnson, Professor of Music Emeritus at California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, California, served as the
university’s Director of Bands for 44 years from 1966 to 2010. From 2000 to 2014, he served as the Artistic Director of the San Luis Obispo
Wind Orchestra.

Johnson is the Immediate Past President of the World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles (WASBE). WASBE has a membership
of over 1,000 individuals and organizations in more than 50 countries. The association is dedicated to the enhancement of the symphonic band
and wind ensemble as serious and distinctive medium of musical expression and cultural heritage. http://www.wasbe.org/

Johnson also serves as the President of Opera San Luis Obispo (California).

As a guest conductor, lecturer and clinician, Johnson has conducted wind ensembles and orchestras in the United States, Canada, Japan,
Germany, France, The Netherlands, Czech Republic, Great Britain, Switzerland, Austria, New Zealand, Australia, Hong Kong, Israel, Korea, Singapore, China, Hungary
and Ireland.

Johnson was elected into the American Bandmasters Association (ABA) in 1984 and served as host for the 73rd and 82nd ABA conventions held in San Luis Obispo
in 2007 and 2016.

Johnson is an arranger, transcriber and composer of music for the wind band as well as wind chamber ensembles. His works can be found at https://wvjohnson.com/

In 1962, he received his Bachelor's Degree in music from the Indiana University School of Music and his graduate degree in Music from The University of Michigan
School of Music.

He was selected as one of three Distinguished Teachers at Cal Poly. Recently, he was presented the Lifetime Achievement Award by the California Band Directors
Association and received the Distinguished Service to Music Medal from Kappa Kappa Psi.
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Mallet Percussion 2

Mallet Percussion 1
Marimba

1st & 3rd F Horn
2nd & 4th F Horn
Trombones 1-2
Bass Trombone
Euphonium B.C.
Tuba

String Bass
Piano

Xylophone
Timpani

A BB F
Percussion 1
Snare Drum

Bass Drum

Conductor Score

RWS-1711-00

Es Contralto Clarinet

E» Alto Saxophone 1-2

15t & 2nd 8> Trumpet || 5>

(optional)
Bb Tenor Saxophone

1st & 2nd Flute
1st & 2nd Oboe
1st & 2nd Bassoon
1st/2nd Be Clarinet
3rd B Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet
Bb Soprano Sax

E» Baritone

3rd B» Trumpet

Piccolo

Percussion 2
Crash Cymbals
Tambourine

© 2017 RWS Music Company
all rights administrated by Ariana Productions LLC, 7615 Martha's Cove Lane, Navarre, FL 32566
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Printed in U. S. A
WARNING! This composition is protected by copyright law. To copy or reproduce it by any means is an infringement of the copyright law.
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