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Compass Points West!

Carmen Gassi

Imagine you were a member of the crew on those early ships of exploration leaving Europe in the 15th
century to sail to America. Feelings of anticipation and apprehension would give way to feelings of
adventure and joy!

The piece begins with a lyrical introduction recalling the sense of anticipation and confidence felt by those
early explorers as they embarked on their journey but quickly gives way to the main thematic idea introduced
by the 1st trumpet. The journey West was not without danger and this composition takes your ensemble on a
musical adventure ending in triumph.

PREVIEW ONLY

Carmen Gassi is a graduate of the Faculty of Music at the University of Western Ontario in London, Canada. He holds an
undergraduate degree in Theory and Composition studying composition and counterpoint with Peter Paul Koprowski and clarinet
with Robert Riseling and a Masters degree in performance studying clarinet and advanced conducting with Jerome Summers. Mr.
Gassi has arranged many works for concert band, orchestra and small ensembles. Mr. Gassi plays principal clarinet with Brampton
Symphony orchestra and the Brampton Lyric Opera Orchestra. He currently teaches instrumental music at White Oaks Secondary
School in Oakville, Ontario, Canada.
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