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FOREWORD

“How can | motivate this piano student?” is one of the most frequently asked questions
we hear from teachers and parents. After many years of teaching experience, we are pleased

to offer some help with the answer.

Pianists of any age are motivated by music they like and music they can play. The repertoire
in this compilation satisfies both requirements. The pieces were chosen because they appeal to
the showmanship in students and because they are accessible to pianists at the early intermediate

through late intermediate levels.

Some pieces are short, making it possible to learn them quickly. Many of them have either
repeated or parallel passages, decreasing the learning time even more. Because these pieces are
easily learned, completing them creates a feeling of accomplishment. Less experienced pianists

can feel and sound like virtuosos.

This collection includes music from all eras. Each piece incorporates a particular technique
such as glissando, hand crossings, full chords and/or dramatic leaps, making each of them impres-
sive and fun to play. Arranged in approximate order of difficulty, they may be used as recital

“winners,” supplementary repertoire or as motivators to re-inspire a student.

These pieces have received enthusiastic responses. Many of our students have taken the
initiative to learn the music on their own. Even more exciting to us is the obvious pleasure they

experience as they practice and perform these Recital Winners!

Carole L. Bigler and Valery Lloyd-Watts
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