
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series 
includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent 
bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series 
includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond 
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings 
and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

Bob Phillips
Belwin/Pop String Editor

PROGRAM NOTES

Donegal Fiddles is a set of two reels that originated in the County Donegal in Northwest Ireland, where fiddling is quite 
revered. The frequent back and forth between this area and Scotland has influenced the fiddle style to be somewhat 
faster than other parts of Ireland, with shorter separate bowings being the norm. The first tune, the 3-part reel “The 
Boys of Malin,” features the violas and cellos at the start before being joined by the violins. The second tune, “The Gravel 
Walks,” is a four-part reel with a surprising change from minor to major. It is named after a stony walkway through a 
breathtakingly scenic pass in the Donegal Mountains.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

These two reels from County Donegal, “The Boys of Malin” and “The Gravel Walks,” are played often in Ireland and the 
style is brisk and straight-ahead, with aggressive short bow strokes and few slurs. If your cellos and violas are particularly 
proud of how well they play their feature in “The Boys of Malin,” let them repeat it from bar 9 to 25! It will only add 30 to 
40 seconds.  Also, be sure your seconds and violas know that their part in “Gravel Walks” is actually harder than the first 
violin part! Help them in the last section at bar 64 (and the following bars) when they need to use their 3rd finger to hold 
down two strings at the same time and use their 4th finger to play the “A.” You can always use these tunes separately if 
it fits your circumstances. They almost always get played together in a session in Ireland. 

Donegal Fiddles
TRADITIONAL 

Arranged by TIM McCARRICK

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 5	 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass
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