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Critical Speed

The rate of speed an object needs to reach in order to escape the earth’s gravity—about
seven miles per second—is called “critical speed.” It requires a constant force and an enormous
amount of energy to reach this threshold.

Imagine the intensity of accelerating to this incredible speed and then the exhilaration of
weightlessness as the craft reaches earth orbit. Now the wonders of space are within reach.

Revealing this image in musical terms, Critical Speed has a constant, underlying rhythmic
momentum, which builds in several phases, growing to a peak of intensity. The music from this
point forward is sheer fun—playful and exciting. Critical Speed is dedicated to the composer’s
son, Matthew, whose fascination with space and rocketry suggested the composition.

About the Composer

Greg Danner is Professor of Music at Tennessee Technological University. He received the
B.A. degree from Southeast Missouri State University, the M.M. from the Eastman School of
Music, and the Ph.D. from Washington University.

His awards include the College Band Directors National Association Music for Young Band
prize, grand prize in the Delius Society composition contest, first prize in the Taghkanic Chorale
composers competition, and the Louisiana Music Teachers Association Composer Commission
Award.

Dr. Danner has received annual ASCAP awards for composition since 1989. He has
participated as a resident composer at the Charles Ives Center for American Music and has been
an associate in the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts “Performing Arts Centers and
Schools” program.
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