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Herbert L. Clarke

Herbert Lincoln Clarke was born in Woburn, Massachusetts, the son of an organist and organ builder. Clarke
studied violin and cornet from a young age, and after his family moved to Canada, he began playing cornet
with multiple bands in the Toronto area, followed by an illustrious career as a cornet soloist with numerous
bands in the United States, including those led by Patrick Gilmore and John Philip Sousa, and also held
temporary positions as second trumpet in the New York Philharmonic and principal trumpet of the
Metropolitan Opera. After retiring from playing, Clarke served as a bandmaster for multiple ensembles, most
notably serving as conductor of the Long Beach Municipal Band for two decades and was elected as
president of the American bandmasters Association in 1934.

Clarke’s Side Partners is an excellent example of turn-of-the-century writing for cornet. The piece requires
agility and technique from the soloists but also showcases Clarke’s gift for composing melodic material that
is memorable and crowd-pleasing. Originally composed as a duet with band accompaniment, the present
arrangement leaves the two solo parts completely intact and effectively reduces the band score into the low
brass trio within the quintet in a way that is idiomatic and honors the style of the original score.

This arrangement was premiered by the Belmont Brass Quintet at McAfee Concert Hall at
Belmont University on June 9, 2025.Prev
iew
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   
   

51        
    
   
   
   

52        
       
   
   
   

53        
       
   
   
   

54        
      
   
   
   













55       
     
  
  
  

56      
     
   
   
 

57 


   
   
  





lead

58 


     
    

59 


   
   
  

  

 

 


  

  
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

















60 


     
  

61 


        
   
   


62 


       
   
   

63 


     
   
   

64 


 
 
   

 
 





















65 


  
  
  





TRIO
Meno mosso   = 80

66 


  
  
  

67 


   
  
  

rall.
68   
  
 
   
 

69  
       
   
  









Espressivo   = 72




 













70  
       
   
  


71    
       
   
   
   

72    
   
   
   
  

73  
       
   
  



74  
       
   
  


SIDE PARTNERS pg. 5

Prev
iew















75    
   
   
   
   

76    
 
   
   
 

77  
        
  
  
  

78    
   
   
   
   

79    
  
   
   
   



















80    
  
   
   
   

81    
   
   
   
   








rall. 82  

       
   
   
   

83 

    
    
 

1.

 
 
      
  
  

rit.













 
 
 
 
 

2.

 
 
 
 
  

lead

84 


   
   

     

Allegro   = 108




85 


    
   
  

lead




86 


       


 

87 


       


      

 
 

      
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











88 


   
   

     




89 


   
   
     

90 


     
   
  

lead




91 


   
   
   

92        
3 3

       3 3

  
  
  









Moderato   = 92

   

 

 

















93  
       
   
   
   

94        3 3

       
3 3

  
  
  

95        
 
   
   
   

96        
3 3

    
3

   
   
   

97      3

      
3

   
      

















98      
     
   
  

  

99      
     
 

 

molto rit.
100        3 3

       
3 3

  
  
  

a Tempo
101        
    
   
   
   

102        
3 3

       3 3

  
  
  















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











103      
     
   
   
   

104        
3

      3

   
      

105       3

       
3   

   
   

106        
       
   
   
   

107      
       
  
  

  

  
 




















108        3

       
3

   
   
   

109        
3        3

   
      

110        
      




111      
3

     3

   
   
   

112      
3

     3

   
   
   

  
 

  
 











 

 
  
 













113      
3

     3

   
   

   

114      
3

     3

   
   
   

115   
  
       3 3

  

  







116 


       
3 3 


117 


      
  
  

118 


       



 

 
  
 

 

 
  
 




  


 
 





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











119                        
   

                   
    
    
    





120      
                           

                         
                                

                                

                                

  


  

   
   

   


   


   


 

 

 
 


   













121 

   
   
   










  
  
  







  
  
  
  
  










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