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HALLELUJAH FANTASY

About the Composer

Walter S. Hartley is a prolific and significant contemporary American composer. Mr.
Hartley has, since 1949, written nearly 200 compositions for every instrumental and
vocal medium. He is best known for his works for wind instruments and band. His major
works Sinfonia No. 4, and Chautauqua Overture, along with other major works for
band and wind ensemble, have firmly established him ameng'the leaders of ouir gFwenti-
eth century composers for winds and wind band.

About the Composition

William Walker was one of the first 19thscéntury Southiern Singing-school teachers and
composers to carry on the tradjtion/begun in 18th-century New England by William
Billings and others, adding to their répeftory new religious, part-songs; in part based on
Scots-Irish pentatonic folk melodiesyas evidenced'by,those quoted in this composition.
Not only the tunes, but also Walker’s medieval;sounding three-part harmonizations have
been used here, with some added drones and counterpoint; near the end, two of the
tunes are heard simultancously.

In Walker’s 1835, collection “Southegh Harmony”, most of the tunes are of his composi-
tion or at least arrangement, set to muchsused hymn texts by Isaac Watts, Charles Wesley
and others; in several of these chosen for “Hallelujah Fantasy” that Hebrew word mean-
ing “Praise the Lord” recurs, besides the first tune so entitled. The tune named “Hallelu-
jah” is heard at the beginping and end; the others, in order, are “The Babe of Bethlehem”,
“Christian Prospect”, “The Heédvenly March”, “Pardoning Love”, “Sweet Prospect”, “The
Good Old Way”, and®Dudley”. Several of these are found, with an added alto part, in the
most-reprinted “Sacred Harp” collection, but for this work Walker’s original settings are
used.

One purpese I had in’writing this work was to give these rousing, vigorous American
tunes'a wideficurrency than they have previously had. William Walker was a true heir of
th€Billings “tunesmith” tradition, possessing, like Billings, a rough-hewn natural esthetic
authenti€ity not always to be found in popular music of religious orientation.
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