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Concerto for Trombone

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
Arranged by Bill Bjornes Jr

Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s, Concerto for Trombone and Band was written in 1877. It received its European
premiere on March 16, 1878 with the composer conducting at Kronstadt. Davis Shuman was the soloist for
the American premiere, which was given in June, 1952 by the famed Goldman Band. Edwin Franko
Goldman conducted this performance on the Mall in Central Park, New York.

This concerto is written in the traditional three movement concerto form, Allegro, Andante Cantabile, and
Allegro. The first Allegro movement features the technical abilities of the soloist with ascending arpeggios
into the upper register of the instrument. The second movement, Andante Cantabile, allows the soloist to
display the sonority and lyrical qualities of the trombone before performing the first cadenza, which
transitions into the final Allegro movement. The final movement features many fast scalar passages and large
intervallic leaps demonstrating the agility and flexibility of the soloist and the trombone. The third movement
also contains an extended cadenza before ending with a short Vivace.

This brass quintet setting of the Rimsky-Korsakov Concerto for Trombone and Band was arranged for David
McCormick and the Alaska Brass. Like the original version, it features the trombone retaining the melody
throughout the arrangement. It can be performed in a recital setting to feature a quintet’s trombonist, or in a
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