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Czardas

Vittorio Monti
Arranged by David Marlatt

Vittorio Monti was the Italian composer of the celebrated Czardas for violin and orchestra. He was born in
Naples and studied at the Conservatorio di San Pietro a Majella with F. Pinto (violin) and Paolo Serrao
(composition). He went to Paris in 1886 where he perfected his violin playing studying with Camillo Sivori,
and was, for many years, first violin in the Lamoureux Orchestra. His works include ballets, operettas,
pantomimes as well as of instrumental, vocal and violin pieces.

This is a Hungarian-style czardas which was originally composed for either violin or mandolin and piano. It
was soon arranged for all kinds of ensembles, for it epitomizes, for many people, the essence of the old
Hungarian dance, with its juxtaposition of fast and slow music.

Czardas or Csardas (Hungarian csdrdds, a tavern, beer house) is a popular Hungarian folk dance. It is of

Magyar and Roma origin. Czardas is characterized by a variation in tempo: it starts out slowly (lassu) and
ends in a very fast tempo (friss).
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