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0 a Program Notes
icting stunning points of interest from southern Orange County, California,
this full tra piece takes the listener on a musical tour of three of the
comp s%avorite places. Students and audiences will enjoy the strong,
con themes, and lush, colorful writing in this original work that celebrates

w and history of this section of lovely Southern California.
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Notes to the Conductor

The geographical beauty of Orange County, California is quite extraordinary. Moving to this area
many years ago has offered me the opportunity to explore much of its natural beauty. My wife and I
particularly enjoy the southern section known as South County, which includes rolling Hills with deep
canyons, historic mission settlements, and the wild beauty of the Pacific coast. We have spent‘many
happy hours wandering the byways of the historic Los Rios district adjacent to the ruinsiofjMission San
Juan Capistrano, and hiking the wind-swept trails of the Dana Point Marine Réflige to wateh the sun
descend slowly into the vast Pacific Ocean. Later in the evening we may take a remantic stroll above
Dana Cove, a quiet harbor below the marine refuge where gentle sea breezes ereate a soft clanging of
halyards on the boats’ masts. A larger feature of this area is Saddleback ™ Mountainy which aéedmpanies
me on my daily commute to and from work each day. It is a large twin-peaked focal point ofstheiginuous
Santa Ana Mountain range. Comprised of Santiago Peak to the south, and Modjeska Peakito'the north,
this natural landmark is on the eastern edge of Orange County."Afyover 5000 feet, these,two peaks and
the sunken ridge between them resemble the bare back of a horse waiting to be saddledyln the early days
of the county’s settlement, ranchers referred to it as “Qld Saddleback.” I hay€ chosen to use these three
points of interest as the inspiration for this work.

This work begins with a sweeping theme representing the, ever-watchful eye of “Old Saddleback.” It
stands like a sentinel—sometimes shrouded in‘elouds,or flanked byfthe.azure blue of a crystal-clear sky,
or backlit by the red-orange of a brilliantgsummer sumrise. It is & constant presence in Southern Orange
County, and a companion on my daily commute. In bar 38fthe"music reflects the presence of early
migrant people, the Juanefigf who inhabited this area thousands of years ago. The Juanefio called the
mountain Kalawpa, and believed it was the home of their supfeme god Chiningchinish.

In bar 62, “Dana Harbor Neeturne,*the mood chéfiges with the depiction of Dana Cove from the cliffs
above. The mood hergyis rathér romantic, a§ b hassbeen a favorite date spot for my wife and 1. At the
close of this section in barsi09-110, we heaf the™Old Saddleback” theme played again in the clarinets
and horns, representing its constant presence over the region.

In bar 111, the wiusi¢ looks backsto the€ arrival of Father Junipero Serra and the Portola Expedition,
which founded theocal missien San Juan Capistrano in 1776. In bar 119, a Spanish folk tune enters,
followed by a variation on the Meéxican folksong “Jesusita” in 127. In bar 135, we have a musical collage
of willage life in San Juan Capistrano, with the plain chant “Veni Creator Spiritus,” and the chimes
calling people to serviceywith the piccolo depicting the famous swallows who arrive each year on St.
Joseph’s Day. The Spanish folk tune re-enters, representing busy village life. In bar 163, the music of
Imperial Spain gharges in representing Gaspar de Portola, Spanish governor of Alta California. Finally,
1 bar 195, theredis a return of the “Old Saddleback” theme, representing the omnipresence of that great
mountain, @¥eflaid with the obbligato from the Spanish Imperialism theme to bring the work to an
exhilatatingyconclusion.

B/”é’/[/é/b MeBrien
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“Old Saddleback”

Allegro (J=132)
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“San Juan Capistrano”
Allegro animato (» = 132)
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“La rosa de Capistrano”
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“La Jesusita”
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