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4—F Horn 3 — Percussion 3
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Program Notes

Spirit of the Highlands is a musical portrait of the Highlands of Scotland and the spirit of its
people. It uses the traditional Scottish folk melody, Loch Lomond, in the beginning slow section
and original material in the fast and final section. Loch Lomond returns with a slightly different
character near the end of the composition.

Performance Suggestions

1. This piece may be performed with as few as three percussionists but is most effective when
all parts are played. The percussion parts are in the following order of importance:

a. Snare drum

b. Timpani

c. Crash cymbals and suspended cymbal
d. Mallet parts

e. Bass drum part

f. Tenor drum part

2. Be sure that the players observe the dynamic and articulation markings.

3. If a baritone saxophone player has difficulty with some of the low notes, have the player
play those notes up an octave.

4. At measure 123, be sure that the woodwind and xylophone parts can be heard. Adjust the
dynamics of the other instruments if necessary.

5. The opening alto saxophone solo may be played on the bagpipes for a very effective
addition to the performance.

Hark where the night is falling
Hark hear the pipes a calling
Loudly and proudly calling down thru the glen
There where the hills are sleeping
Now feel the blood a-leaping
High as the spirits of the old highland men.
(From Scotland the Brave)

The Middle Level Concert Band at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Summer Music
Institute, Cynthia Eisenmann, Director, first performed this piece in 2001.

Rick Kirby
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