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PROGRAM NOTES

For centuries, music has played an integral part in the daily lives of Native Americans. From the ancient burial mounds of the Southeast
to the cliff dwellings of the Southwest, Indian musical instruments and pictographs of ceremonial singing and dancing dating back as
early as 600 A.D. have been uncovered by archaeologists.

In 1748, George Washington observed a Native American ritual and recorded the following entry in his journal in typical eighteenth-
century fashion:

Wmaéewﬁm%m@% middle then seats themselves around i y.
out of '@ Jleep and runs and Jumps about y. Ring in a most comical
WW@@%WM(@“WMW@@WWW
& as tight as & can and a,goard with some Jlidtind to Rattle and @
(Randofply, 1973 p.128)

George Washington’s observations describe a ritual very similar to th&"“Stomp Dance,” which'is used as source material in a section
of this composition.

In the creation of “Songs of Earth,Water, Fire and Sky” for symphenic band, the composerfias chosen to draw upon various Native
American dances and chants for inspiration. The use of theséimelodies is not necessarily"authentic since they have been musically
explored far outside of their original setting. Ethnic percussion‘instruments haye been used to imply the original intent but have
been expanded in both texture and rhythmic complexity:for effect.

Following a full ensemble introductiongthe compeosef uses the “Butterfly Dance” of New Mexico’s San Juan Pueblo.The butterfly
symbolizes elusiveness, the ability to alway$ get away fféim danger. This elusiveness is a very desirable quality in an Indian warrior.

The “Gar Song” of Oklahoma’s Creek Nation follows. Originally, thissmelody was used in a dance setting. The composer has cho-
sen a more relaxed treatment. The song suggests'the culturaliimpbrtance of the fish.

The “Stomp Dance” of Oklahoma’s. Cherokee Nation fedtures singers and dancers with shell shakers. After night has fallen, the
performers gather aroundga,sacred fire.The firekeeper e€alls for the ritual to begin. The ensuing dance and song invokes the
Creator in prayer and Wworship.

The final section of the'piece is'drawn fromgthei'Alligator Dance” of New York’s Seneca, one of the Six Nations of the Iroquois.
This dance is thought to have traveled toNewsYork from the Southeast through intertribal contact. The “Alligator Dance” is one
of the_many social dances concerned With mammals such as the rabbit and raccoon or birds such as the duck, robin, and pigeon.
The danceis performed indoors,in a longhouse purely for entertainment purposes.

“Songs of Earth,Water, Fire andSky"was inspired by the work of musicologist Charlotte Heth,a member of the Cherokee Nation
of ©klahoma. In addition, Ms. Heth was an associate professor of music and director of the American Indian Studies Center at
the University of Califorfiia as Los Angeles (UCLA). From August through October 1975, Ms. Heth spent three months traveling
to Indian reservationssthrélghout the United States recording Native American dances and rituals. She is now the director of
Native American Indiah Studies at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.These recordings served as the creative fodder
for this compa@sition.

“Songs of Earth,Water, Fire and Sky” is dedicated to the East Tennessee State University Wind Ensemble and Dr. Paul Hinman in
commemoration of their performance at the 1998 CBDNA Southern Division Convention in Jacksonville, Florida. The compos-
er also wishes to thank Dr. Pat Rooney, director of bands at James Madison University (Virginia), for his contributions during the
final editing stages of the piece.



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The opening solo should be interpreted as freely as possible.
Careful attention should be given to the balance of the open
intervals beginning in measure 9.The divisi in the tubas is crucial
in terms of balance.The rallantando in measures 15—16 should be
as exaggerated as possible to heighten the effect of the tom-tom
entrance at measure 17.

The tom-toms should be comprised of at least two individual sets
tuned at approximately a third. One set should be tuned slightly
higher than the other to give a multiple drum effect. The jingle
stick will be most effective if placed in a visually accessible loca-
tion for the audience. | suggest doubling the part as personnel and
equipment allow.

Each chant in the piece should be delivered in the most deliber-
ate fashion possible. The oboe/saxophone/euphonium statement
at measure 2| should be uniformly interpreted as it relates to
rhythmic and relative dynamic shape. However, do not be con-
cerned with the presence of the oboe in relation to the saxo-
phones and euphonium. Instead, be sure that each instrumental
part is performed with utmost commitment.

The long decrescendo in the percussion beginning at measure 53
will require special attention. The gradual fading of the percussion
groove into the distance is the desired effect. This is in direct con-
trast to the flowing three-part statement beginning in the horns,
then joined by the flutes. This section should be conducted in two
from approximately measure 57. Pay careful attention to the'shap-
ing of the horns/flutes as indicated. Feel free to experiment witha
very rubato approach in the horns/flutes, even to fhe“extent of
pulling out of the percussion groove. The percussion should cofitin-
ue at the same tempo and dynamic diréction no matter what is
interpreted in the winds. (Note: Feel free to éxtend the written per-
cussion part if your interpretation requirés more time to settle.)

The long sustain in the tuba and low'¢clarinets in measure 74
should be carefully balanced not'te Gvershadow the flite State-
ment. Note the two dynamic levels notated in the flutes. The,2nd
flutes should play as stropg as néeessary for presenge,due to the
extremely low register.

The percussion grioove that bégins at méasure 84 should be as
comfortable as‘possible. Please note the percussion instrument
marke@ cajone/djembeé.A cajone is a woodeft box or cube with a
holé cut in\one side as a port for résonance. The desired effect is
an_earthybass sound with naturahdecay. | suggest experimenting
withvarious implements to get/the desired sound. | have been
most successful with largef soft, mallets, as would be appropriate
with a bass drum. A djemb& may be doubled or substituted if
needed. Another optioi Would be a second bass drum with no
dampening, tunéd, to achieve the desired effect.

The trill exchange between the clarinets and the saxophones
should be seamless in the exchange, creating the smoothest of
color changes.At measure 100, pay particular attention to the bal-
ance between the horn/flutes and the countermelodic solo in the
oboe. The oboe should be given ultimate freedom in the inter-
pretation of the line.

The woodwind choir at measure 108 should be as flowing as pos-
sible with particular attention given to the dynamic interpretation
in the second and fourth bars. As in measure 100, the oboe solo
at measure | 12 should be carefully balanced for presence against
the thicker melodic choir.

The accelerando that begins the “Stomp Dance” in measure 128
will require special attention. Strive for the sméothest of transi-
tions, between 60 and |60 beats per minute. The piano should be
very forceful in measure 141.The call-andsresponse between the
trombone/euphonium and the saxephonefhorfs,in measure 145
should be carefully balanced.

The winds should stomp theirfeet on beat 3 beginfiing at the per-
cussion statement in meastre  I58. For added effect, dnsuggest
adding ankle bracelets of jingle bells. The timpani duringsthis sec-
tion appears to_be tacet; however, the‘timpanist should*double the
gourd or jingle stick parts depending uponjtheluse of the ankle
bracelets. if the bracelets,are used, double,theigourd.

The various wind entrances beginning/at méasure |80 should build
with utmostiinténsity, creating a cacophony of sound culminating
in the fortissimoaccent in_measure *l 84. The timpani/jingle stick
rolls on the fermata in 488 should be accompanied with vocal
shouts (whoops) as if the ritual has come to a most satisfying con-
clusion. The reprise beginning in measure |85 should be more
majestic than the ofigifidl statement in the introduction.

The long decrescérido in the percussion to end the composition
should be tfeated as previously described. However, the percussion
should play, a noticeable ritardando with the winds beginning at
measure 207.The final sustain in the winds should be allowed to set-
tle,befare cuing the final roll in the sleigh bells. If the ankle bracelets
are jused as mentioned above, the winds should participate in the
final roll with the percussion. Allow the decrescendo of the bells to
decay naturally without rushing to the release.

Please note the optional ending notated in the last three meas-
ures of music. | have included this option to give you more lati-
tude in programming order. If the piece is to be used to close a
concert, | suggest using the optional ending, which brings the
work to a more dynamic conclusion.The cut to the optional end-
ing is notated at the end of measure [91.

| hope that you and your ensemble find “Songs of Earth, Water,
Fire and Sky” to be a rewarding experience. | have thoroughly
enjoyed the research and composition process. Best wishes for
the most exciting and passionate of performances.

Robert W. Swcth
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Conductor - 42

=84

[183] With strength J
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Conductor - 43

(Opt.-to Ending 2)
hd

Picc. :
molto rall.
o
E =
FL. :
2 molto rall.
O
Ob. =
molto rall.
£ o
molto rall.
Q -
Cls. —f
molto rall.
3 — —_____EoooooSeoi==== ====Z=: x
-
d¥IF I :ly'cresc molto rall,
I\
B.Cl e = ; 7 :
3 : E 3 3 =
R nf frese molto rall.
CB.Cl 5 == — — : =
3 < e El s
= 2, cresd molto rall.
@ -
Bsn. R 3 : 2= =i 2 = =
*
§ = by 117"350- molto rall.
o =D s 2 - — = = = B
=== 2 : E EEEES s ==
L i —— H |
cresc. molto rall.
0 — = 23 30, 0 |- = N, = 3
T. Sax. e e — 5 2 ! o e e e e T e
— ] 5 } = = ==
eresc. molto rall.
e + - — s ar®
Bar. Sax. {@ £ b= 3 t =7 :
' ! I.y' cresc. ¢ molto rall.
by o ; . P— s . Tu . bam . (Opt.-to Ending 2)
1 e - £ t J —F :
mf cresc molto rall.
§ > = = e —»
Tpts. 2 @: = — = = = e — 2. ==t ==
1 1 1 — mf cresc. molto rall.
g — = - = =
3 >—> —— = > :- T — P = o
' — . mf* cresc ' molto rall.
1 Lo . . B s o | =] > > pe— - = e~y = =
Hns. 5 Ei; +—
R > - _ cresc molto rall.
- £ ba Feererr e =
1 | = =: - =i f
mf* cresc. molto rall.
> o > = >
Tons. 2| FFERR ’ | o 2
I'(f cresc. molto rall.
— . = e ;
3 | B = 52 e = —
= T T > = mf cresc. molto rall.

7 2 3~ N . > 2" e > 2
- s Y ~ PR :'r'—:’iE £ 2 iP s s oaf £ef
—— 'v‘ 3 m=———a e e e e e e e e !
Bar. s —
= cresc molto rall.
Tuba, | E5EE = S =F :
Ed * by E E °
=
af cresc molto rall.
5 _ =
2 3 ba S pep e s 2 e
EY—F 3 T e b T zﬂ
o — = : e F
t
Piano mf cresc molto rall.
e ; = ;
o 3 = = 3 =
¢ - = E 3 °
frhr £ . — 2 o
Mit. Perc. @‘; r z e -EEE — =
mf cresc. molto rall.
r's T + + s
Timp. i ¥ S =t e e ES =
=

P

molto rall.

P ———

—) - e —
p

T - P P ¥

P
molto rall.

Perc. 1 0 r Y g
P

~

Perc. 1l | VN Y I

molto rall.

Perc. I11 T

molto rall.
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Conductor - 44

[192] Deliberate! J =124

- 1
M \ ) W
N N N \ .
hl 3 h Ny
ol of] o o b — A
1 b N
N N ﬁ b P!
N 1
] ] ] N - PR~
N
N , N \ >ﬂ..
b/ 1 b N
Al Al Al [ 1% b — .-u
i | h N AT
n N N \
~ |4 -~ |a -~ () N
0l ol0| g <] < il e © ||H gl [ (|H 0 5 H 9 - -1 1o Holo Rin =
[ B4 ] Be2 L i 1
Y i A, N '™
m. m m. \ LI il
N A
o] B — >-H..
N
N N N b/
m. m. m. N AT
L1 111U LU N - PR~
Iy Y Y N
m. m m ] 1
N
e tag 2 ..ﬂ N — ha
N AT
N N N o
3, e~ Y = \, = H | L
1] w_o_ \n AT 1.5 (A 19 ] A HB g g [] B % ) ] q | q ] 1 oo T — A
1 1 \ Il Il N | -
N N N 3 Rl W;.
3 ,/ \ N
o o o ol =Y — A
3 Y 1 N
N N N u hu-.'
1 (] 1 e - P~
N
N N N b Tw.,
b b A N ﬂ
vl el vl o« Nt - |-'u
—iA 2 i n AT
N N my b
~ |l >~ |l ~ s N H
ol slol do “i iy, | ““i 10 10 - -1 g : ¢ . q olC o : . . 16 Hole ™ — A
\ S5 saal =22 — i |||u 1 —
9 " Y - Iy :
N N
o b — >H..
N
) ) N . N . N . ) ) . b/ . At
£ A (SR D E R D B | £ L3 (S s illE < 5 R S £ 5 £ llI[1& £ £ Al 8 £
s A s S LI LIS ] 3 < s b S Q b 3 ] 3 s s A R ] h e ' —~ 3 B~
Iy b I — N
m. m m [ \ it
— 0 ﬂ
iy L 18 Nt ~ g, )
m N A |-'v
b \ Y .._.m B! 5
N HREEHHES e e sl e&])| [es][geR RE RIFMR| PR Ms KaallIR|[Hre felRel||l|R RIS [|HrR RIS (|80 S sl | [Hoion  offf Q] Gy hm.nﬁ Jﬁ_m> W &
2 Z Z g
L e L L © ° ° {x L | K L H [N = 13 | N | K Evm =
sl “Ha “Ha Hs 12 Hd Ha Tmnv Hal m_ EY Ha Hal ity rHs| i?l xm_.? pitd iy i? il i\ Hal
N Au.ﬁd N N < ﬁd s Au&d Au.&d W—, q ﬁd Auﬁd d q ﬁd < Auﬂd nuﬁd A o 5 5 3 N 5 Auﬁd WT J 4 il
- > ———
] . 5 5 — =
. = Q 5 1 7] . . % « ) = a. = = =
33 i . % O . 3 @ %1 o 2 4 e . 3 g = 5 e 15 I3}
£ £ 8 8 s 8 & < & & & £ = & 2 & s € & & &

195

194

193

192 dim

BD9856C



Conductor - 45

Perc. gradually fade into distance....

(Conduct In Two)
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Conductor - 46
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=
Picc. b
ot Q‘ J rit. poco a poco (to end)
Fl. b = T—
— t 8—
"l rit poco a poco (to end)
Ob. b
rit. poco a poco (to end)
/_—_—\ .
(e 1T = Nt e, RO e T
L ¢ = 77 o =
rit. poco a t0 end)
/’_’__—_\ .
w“ == T = NS S =TT
| 4 3 LJ i b3 =
it. poco a poco
h .
, R T = S - . —=ronnl
3 = = o e x S== = s mree = ——
| 4 < = E vy L -
P N rit. poco a poco (to.en
B.CL # b
H—
CB.CL $
n e
Ben. = : :
| rit. poco a poco (to end)
il
A. Sax ﬁ 2 B = ——
- - rit. poco a poco- (to end)
e — 2
T. Sax. e —— =
. - > rit. poco a poco- (to end)
Bar. Sax. |
# rit. poco a poco (to end)
.
Niz=
A % rit. poco a poco (to end)
Tpts. 2 # b
0 | rit. poco a poco (to end)
3 == }
£ : :
rit. poco a poco (to end)
1 — — : !
Hs. ﬁ = £ s e
2 g =
rit. poco a poco (to end)
rit. poco a poco (to end)
rit. poco a poco (to end)
rit. poco a poco (to end)
rit. poco a poco (to end)
=
—
rit. poco a poco (to end)
rit. poco a poco (to end)
Mit. Perc. |
rit. poco a poco (to end)
Timp. S
rit. poco a poco (to end)
1
Perc. 1 N rit. poco a poco (to end)
4 J J N J J ) J J J J J M) N J
Perc. IT " rit. poco a poco (to end)
— ] 3 b B o B I/~ TH
Perc. I1I it | 3§ Yy — ¥ Iy == = iy ¥
s 204 205 206 rit. poco a poco (to end)
207
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Conductor - 48

(opt. add bells in winds on last note)
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Sleigh Bells
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Sleigh Bells
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A~ Sleigh Bells

Sleigh Bells ?
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e —
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211

210

209

Picc.

FlL

Ob.

(B

B.CL
CB.CL

Cls.

Bsn.

i

A. Sax

T. Sax.

Bar. Sax.

2

Tpts.

-

Hns.

Thbns.

Bar.

Piano

Tuba

|

MIt. Perc. #;

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. II

Perc. III
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Picc.

FL

Ob.

Cls.

CB.CL

Bsn.

A. Sax

T. Sax.

Bar. Sax.

Tpts.

Hns.

Tons.

Bar.

Mit. Perc.

Timp.

Perc. I

Perc. I

Perc. III
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Conductor - 49

Optional Ending - (opt. add bells in winds, dim. during last bar)
P e z A
S molto rall. to end # VA
° ° =
T £ £ ~
S molto rall. to end & SF_
§f—o o 2 ~
% hid molto rall. to end # ST -
- H i a
g S molto rall. to end & N
T = = = ~
Fia molto rall to end &
= = ~
o Nia molto rall. to end JIF
% e molto rall. to end Ed l
N f
@ e molto rall. to end bz ]
. L , ~
L :
e molto rall. to end 2
Nia . 7
4 — o
# Fid molto rall. to end
O
% fr molto rall. to end }-
r.} > | m
E }' molto rall. to end } o
lg S £ ~
g Fig molto rall. to end Wi
A > > > mn
E N molto rall. to end Vi
0 > [
== £ 1
N molto rall. to en‘ Fiid
o1 > > ; ': mn .
Fia molto rall. to en ﬁ'|
L. S l:f’z z ~
ria molto rall. to ej S — | T
= > S ~
e = : T
—
Fid rall. to end ‘C i : ~
5“ 1 to end % y -
———
{ i ‘ A 7
— = il
rall. to end f Niid ~ II
molto rall. to end b2 2
f———
a £ o o
s . o ~ |
Z : .
= ¢ Sleigh Bells &~
1 S ——
B Sleigh Bells
N e S— |
= ey ¥ o £
e = A = = = P P —————
S moltorall. o end — —— ﬁﬁ Sleigh Bells
" - —— N A )
£ moltorall. toend > > X Sleigh Bells r;
' molto rall. to end ¢ Sleigh Bell Ff —
ells
. > ] p——— ) — ! 3 | e - 3
- = ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ = ¥ ¥ —F ¥ ¥
L4 L4 L4 L4 ———— —_—
bid moltorall. toend 5, 2147 7 215





