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Tie Toe

QoMPOSED 8¢ THAD JONES, RE-5002€0 B MIKE CARUSIA
NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

1) Thad chose the chords to George Gershwin's "l Got Rhythm" but treated it in a slower tempo than musicians often
like to play on these chords. The subtle change from even eighth notes to swing eighths is important to the style of this
composition. Be sure your students make these adustments as they are noted in the parts and score. The rhythm
section should play in a swing style all the way through. The tempos indicated are flexible. Choose the right one for
your particular group.

2) The title, "Tip Toe," suggests the feel of this composition which is soft and understated. The volume should be kept
low and the drums should use brushes or closed hi-hat throughout. The ride cymbal may be used during the solo
sections at letters E, F & G. Return to brushes at Letter H. Note: Mel Lewis played brushes for the entire piece.

3) The Piano part has chord symbols but it is best to play it as written to avoid voicing clashes with the horn figures.
The piano fills are loosely transcribed from the original 1970 recording of this piece. The guitar should play sparsely
placed 2 & 3 note voicings with a quietly amplified sound. No 4 to the bar strumming ala Freddie Green / Count Basie
Style. Rhythms are suggested with chord symbols above.

4) The Piano and Guitar have no written parts at Letters M, N & O. This is intentional as it is nearly impossible for guitar
and keyboard to find space to "comp" with 13 horns as it would only cause clutter. Remember: Less is more.

5) To achieve the full effect of the Ensemble passages at letters M, N & O ,the dynamics must be adhered to faithfully.
This is a rare example of a "shout chorus" that is not played loudly. The frequent changing of softs, louds and
crescendos from measure to measure makes this an exciting piece to play and to listen to.

6) Learning time is always hastened when students can hear the recorded example which can be downloaded from the
Smart Chart website or played from the Barnhouse Interactive CD or website or listen to Thad's original recording.

| hope you and your students enjoy this arrangement of a great Thad Jones composition...... Mike Carubia
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