
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

VERY BEGINNING BAND

PROGRAM NOTES

Holiday Fanfare is based on the popular carol, “I Saw Three Ships,” which can be traced back to the year 1162, when 
three ships reportedly brought the relics of the Three Wise Men to Cologne, Germany. This story became the basis for 
the fi rst musical setting of the carol sometime during the fi fteenth century.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

One of the most important keys to a successful performance of Holiday Fanfare is the dynamic balance between the 
sections of your ensemble, especially in the chords at the beginning, in the section beginning at measure 25, and at 
the ending. You may need to adjust the written dynamic levels to fi t your particular instrumentation. The trumpet 
part beginning at measure 15 should not overwhelm the melody. If you have a large trumpet section, you may wish 
to limit the number of players here.

I hope you and your students fi nd Holiday Fanfare to be an exciting and worthwhile musical experience!

Holiday Fanfare
Based on I Saw Three Ships

TRADITIONAL
Arranged by MICHAEL STORY (ASCAP)

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Conductor
 10 Flute
 2 Oboe
 10 Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 6 Eb Alto Saxophone
 4 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 2 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 8 Bb Trumpet
 4 F Horn

 6 Trombone/Baritone/Bassoon
 2 Baritone Treble Clef

(World Part Trombone in Bb Treble Clef )
 4 Tuba
 1 Mallet Percussion

(Bells)
 1 Optional Timpani

(Tune: F, Bb)
 2 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
 2 Percussion 2 

(Triangle/Suspended Cymbal)

WORLD PARTS
Available for download from

www.alfred.com/worldparts

Horn in Eb
Trombone/Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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Bassoon

Flute

Bb Clarinet
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Saxophone

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

F Horn

Tuba

Mallet Percussion
(Bells)

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Triangle/
Suspended Cymbal)
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Holiday Fanfare
Based on I Saw Three ShipsFULL SCORE

Approx. Duration - 1:45
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